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The  Ejection  of  the  Russians  from  the  Northern  Point 

of  East  Prussia. 

Main  Headquarters  sends  us  the  following  description  of  the 
fighting  on  the  frontier  Ironi  ISth — 29th  March  and  the  projected 
Russian  attack  on  Tilsit: 

When,  towards  the  middle  of  February  the  Russians  were  obliged 
to  make  a  hasty  retreat  from  the  parts  of  East  Prussia,  which  they  had 
occupied,  and  then  after  the  winter  battle  the  remnants  of  their 
X.  Army  wei'e  barely  saved  by  fleeing  across  the  Njemen  and  Bobr, 
the  impressions  ensuing  from  the  fact  that  the  Russian  army  had 
been  ejected  from  enemy  territory  at  all  points,  must  have  been 
imfnvourable  both  in  Petersburg  and  on  the  Allies.  As  the  new" 
X.  Army  was  not  successful  in  its  incursions  of  East  Prussia,  and 
all  the  attacks  against  tlie  southern  frontiers  of  this  province  failed, 
the  leaders  hit  upon  the  plan  of  taking  possession  of  the  most  northern 
point,  so  as  to  stinmlate  public  opinion  in  Russia  by  this  "Conquest" 
of  German  territory.  With  this  object  the  so-called  Riga-Szawle 
group  was  formed,  which  mainly  comprised  parts  of  the  ()8th  Reserve 
Division  and  frontier  troops,  commanded  by  General  Apuchtin,  who 
inaugiu'ated  an  advance  of  his  troops  simultaneously  towards  ^Nlemel 
and  Tilsit,  about  the  middle  of  March.  The  Memel  incidents  have 
already  been  dcsci'il)cd.  While  the  Russians  there  behaved  like  Huns, 
General  Apuchtin's  main  foi-ces  appeared  on  18th  31arch,  at  Tau- 
roggen,  which  was  only  occupied  by  14  German  Landsturm  com- 
])anies.  The  German  troops  were  in  a  difficult  position,  opposed 
as  they  were  to  eight  Russian  battalions  of  the  infantry  regiments 
Xo.  269  and  No.  270,  reinforced  by  frontier  troops  and  about  20  guns. 
Both  Hanks  being  surrounded,  they  had  to  hack  their  way  through 
to  Laugszargen,  so  as  to  avoid  being  cut  off.  On  the  left  wing  the 
Landsturm  company  under  the  leadershij)  of  Graf  Hagen  was  in  a 
desperate  position.  Although  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  Russians, 
these  troops  succeeded  in  breaking  through  the  ring,  even  taking 
50  Russian  prisoners. 

On  23r(t  March,  the  Landsturm  was  situated  with  its  right  wing 
on  the  Jura  near  Ablenken  and  in  the  neighbourhood  North  of  this 
covering  the  road  to  Tilsit.  On  this  day  the  enemy  was  successful 
in  gaining  possession  of  Ablenken.  The  Gei'man  right  wing  was  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  completely  crushed  and  the  Landsturm 
])ushed  forward  towards  tlie  North.  On  this  day  liowever.  the  first 
German  reinforcements  arrived.  They  consisted  of  a  reserve  battalion 
from  .Stettin,  under  command  of  Majoi-  von  der  Horst,  that  arriving 
in  Tilsit  after  a  30  hours"  railway  journey,  drank  coffee  there,  and 
then  at  once  started  off"  for  the  threatened  positions.  After  a  mai'ch 
of  24  kilometres  the  battalion  arrived  at  Al)lenken  towards  evening, 
throwing  the  Russians  back  towards  the  North  by  means  of  a  night 
attack,  which  was  splendidly  carried  out.     In  this  way,  the  difficulties 
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were  oveiTome,  and  when  dnring  the  conrse  of  the  next  few  days 
further  reinforcements  had  arrived.  General  von  Pappritz,  wlio  was 
directing  the  operations,  was  able  to  take  the  offensive.  The  weather, 
which  had  turned  to  thaw,  made  the  movements  on  the  by-ways  most 
difficult.  The  water  was  so  high  here,  that  on  some  of  these  roads 
the  cannons  got  stuck,  while  the  infantry  Avaded  through  water, 
reaching  to  their  knees,  sometimes  even  to  their  waists  and  one 
artillery  horse  actually  got  drowned  on  tlie  road,  which  had  been 
converted  into  a  regular  bog.  When  the  Russians  recognized  tlie 
measures  that  had  been  taken,  they  withdrew  across  the  Jura  towards 
Tauroggen. 

Our  troops  that  had  seen  or  heard  of  some  of  the  atrocities 
which  the  Russians  had  committed  in  Memel,  filled  with  indescribable 
bitterness,  pursued  the  enemy,  who  had  entrenched  near  Tauroggen 
and  covered  the  German  pursuers  with  artillery  fire  from  the  church 
tower.  A  passage  had  to  l)e  erected  across  the  Jezioi'upa  gorge,  which 
entailed  an  amount  of  time,  the  enemy  on  his  side  taking  advantage  of 
same  for  increasing  his  fortifications  and  l)uilding  obstacles.  The 
first  track  was  erected  near  Tauroggen  farm  in  an  icy  temperature 
— frost  had  set  in  in  the  meantime — and  undei'  the  most  difficult 
conditions  by  the  German  infantry  ably  assisted  by  the  pioneers. 
By  the  evening  of  the  28th,  a  liridge  was  ready,  which  was  pro- 
visionally laid  across  the  Jura,  which  had  in  the  meantime  begun 
to  freeze.  On  29th  March,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  reconnoissance 
was  finished.  At  this  hour  the  assault  was  begun,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Major  von  Nufibaum,  who  had  already  distinguished  him- 
self so  brilliantly  at  Memel,  and  whose  excellent  battalion  gave  the 
lead  for  the  Landwehr  and  Landstiirm  Ijattalions.  The  German  troops 
rushed  across  the  frozen  river,  taking  the  enemy  entrenchments  by 
storm  and  capturing  the  town  of  Tauroggen.  The  Russians,  seeing 
themselves  attacked  on  three  sides,  gave  up  resistance  after  suffering 
heavy  losses  and  reti-eated  to  the  woods,  leaving  more  than  500  dead 
and  500  prisoners,  the  same  number  of  prisoners  having  been  cap- 
tured by  the  Germans  during  the  jireceding  days.  The  projected 
Russian  attack  on  Tilsit  thus  ended  in  success  for  German  arms. 
There  is  not  a  Russian  at  present  on  German  territor\'. 


Fighting  for  the  Meuse  Heights. 

Main  head([uarters  send  us  the  following  account: 
Even  l)efore  Easter,  it  could  be  seen  that  the  French  would 
midertake  fresh  extensive  operations  against  the  ^Nleuse  heights 
occupied  by  the  Germans,  the  Cotes  Loi-raines.  'Jlie  fruitlessness 
of  a  frontal  attack  had  been  experienced  dui'ing  the  winter.  On 
that  accoiuit  an  attack  against  both  flanks  of  the  German  forces 
l)etween  the  Moselle  and  Meuse  was  inau"urated.  and  accordina;  to 
the  accounts  given  by  prisoners,  a  new  army   was  formed  for  this. 
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After  the  first  tentative  trials  and  tlie  evolutions  behind  the 
French  front  as  observed  by  our  airmen,  tlie  initiatory  infantry 
fighting  in  Bois-le-Pretre — the  French  artillery  began  on  3rd  April 
to  display  a  violent  activitv  towards  the  North  in  the  direction  of 
Combres,  and  on  the  southern  fn)nt  between  the  Moselle  and  Meuse. 
The  German  outposts  retired  according  to  pre-arranged  ]jlans  from 
Regnieville  and  Fey-en-Haye  to  their  main  positions. 

On  Easter  ^Monday,  the  5th  April,  the  real  French  attack  was 
inaugurated,  on  the  southern  front  at  first,  to  the  North  of  Toul 
as  well  as  in  Bois-le-Pretre,  and  at  the  same  time  on  the_North  w  ing 
to  the  South  of  the  Orne,  as  -well  as  between  Les  PJparges  and 
Combres.  The  French  were  not  successful  at  any  point.  Where\  er 
small  troops  advanced  to  the  German  trendies,  or  even  succeeded 
in  taking  them,  they  were  repulsed  later  on,  everywhere. 

The  fighting  was  exceedingly  bitter  at  two  ])oints,  between  the 
Meuse  and  Apremont;  in  the  wooded  territory  the  Fi-ench  approached 
the  German  positions  until  a  destructive  fii-e  was  ojjened  upon  them 
at  short  range.  Especially  to  the  East  of  Flirey  violent  figiiting 
took  place.  The  French  rifles  taking  advantage  of  ever}'  rise  or 
fall  of  ground,  were  followed  by  strong  reserves,  so  as  to  proceed 
with  the  attack  towards  the  North.  The  German  artillery  had  good 
aim  here  and  took  every  advantage  of  it.  After  a  short  time  the 
reserves  were  put  to  llight,  while  the  rifle  attack  collapsed  under 
the  German  fire.  At  Flirey  a  bayonet  attack  had  to  be  resorted 
to,  sn  as  to  keep  the  German  trenches. 

After  the  infantry  attack  of  5  th  April,  the  artillery  activity 
increased  on  both  sides,  with  which  result  for  the  Germans,  can 
be  seen  from  an  observation  that  was  made  on  the  morninu  of 
6th  April:  "Hundreds  of  corpses  were  being  thrown  forward  from 
the  French  entrenchments.'" 

On  6th  April,  three  more  French  attacks  at  Flirey  failed.  In 
Bois-le-Pretre  the  enemy  also  renewed  his  attacks;  here  die 
13th  French  infantry  regiment  was  opposed  bj-  a  Rhenish  liattalion 
with  fixed  bayonets,  singing  the  '-Wacht  am  Rhein,''  and  before 
long  the  enemy  was  put  to  llight. 

To  the  South  of  the  Orne,  fighting  develo})ed  on  6th  April 
which  terminated  successfully  for  us. 

In  the  centre  positions  along  the  3Ieuse  only  artillery  duels 
took  place. 

The  Fighting  between  the  Meuse  and  the  Moselle. 

We  received  the  following  description  from  ]Main  Headquarters: 

I. 

The  report  of  6th  Api'il  shows  that  the  fighting  which  took 
place  between  the  INIeuse  and  the  Moselle,  did  not  consist  of  a  con- 
nected battle  on  the    long   front,    which    extended   to    a   distance  of 


almost  100  kilometres,  In  it  tliat  at  single  points  varying  attacks  were 
carried  out  l)y  the  Fi'cncli,  and  the  only  connecting  link  l)et\veen 
the  different  units  was  the  aim  of  surrounding  the  German  line  on 
two  sides.  "<^ 

The  result  of  the  6th  of  April,  was  that  all  the  French  attacks 
to  the  North  East  and  East  of  Verdun,  as  well  as  the  attacks 
directed  against  the  southern  wing  had  collapsed.  A  short  success 
achieved  by  the  French  on  the  heights  of  Combres,  was  compen- 
sated 'by  counter-attacks  carried  out  by  our  infantry  so  that  the 
Jieights   were  in  German  possession  by  evening. 

The  night  of  6th  April  passed  ((uietly  after  this  violent  fighting, 
in  which  the  enemy  suffered  heavy  casualities.  But  the  German 
positions  on  the  southern  wing  between  Flirey  and  the  Moselle  were 
kept  under  the  fire  of  the  heavy  French  artillery  the  whole  night, 
to  which  oui'  guns  successfully  replied.  These  artillery  duels  lasted 
(hu'ing  the  wliole  of  the  following  day.  Early  in  the  morning  we 
learned  that  the  trenches  here,  were  strongly  reinforced  by  reserves, 
and  towai'ds  9'30  a.m.  these  forces  began  to  attack,  operating  against 
Bois  de  Mort-Mare.  Four  times  consecutively  they  assaulted  our  po- 
sitions only  to  be  thrown  back  each  time  with  heavy  losses.  Heaps 
of  dead  lay  l)efore  our  trenches.  To  the  East  of  the  Bois  de  Mort- 
Mare  in  the  open  counti'y  a  French  attack  was  checked  in  the  be- 
ginning by  our  artillery,  while  to  the  left  in  Bois-le-Pretre  it  ad- 
\anced  as  far  as  our  positions  only  to  colla2)se  liere  under  our  fire. 

In  Bois  d'Ailly  the  Bavarians  were  successful  in  penetrating  the 
French  positions  and  capturing  some  trenches.  Latter  were  evacuated 
after  having  been  destroyed,  as  their  position  did  not  prove  of  any 
tactic  value  to  our  positions. 

On  the  northeiMi  wing  the  heights  of  Combres  were  under 
lieavy  artillery  fire  from  early  morning.  Infantry  fighting  took  place 
here  again  with  varving  success  until  in  tlie  afternoon  all  tlie  trenches 
were  captured  by  us,  whereupon  the  French  directed  their  fire 
afresh  liere.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  the  artillery  fire 
was  directed  against  our  positions  on  the  Woevre  plains  north  of 
the  heights  of  Combres.  A  vigorous  and  extensive  French  attack, 
which  was  inaugurated  yesterday,  completely  collapsed  under  our 
fire.     The  day  ended  with  (Jerman  success  at  all  points. 

II. 

Former  reports  of  the  fighting  up  to  the  7th  jVpi'il  have  l)een 
given.  The  following  days,  up  to  tlie  lOth,  fighting  continued  in  a 
lively  manner.  Up  to  April  7th,  the  French  attacks  were  exclusively 
directed  against  both  German  wings,  but  the  enemy  is  now  also 
attacking  the  centre,  after  having  assembled  fresh  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Mihiel. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  April  7th,  the  first  attack  was  made 
from  Selouse  Wood,  nine  kilometres  North  of  St.  Mihiel,  against  our 
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])ositi()ns  !it  Seuzey  and  La-Morville.  Severe  fighting  took  jHace, 
but  tlie  enemy  was  re})ulsed.  leaving  numerous  dead  and  wounded, 
and  losing  two  olficers  and  80  men  pi-isoners.. 

During  the  night  of  April  Ttli — 8th  there  were  artillery  actions 
at  se\eral  points  of  the  front,  especially  at  the  Combres  height  and 
between  Kegnieville  and  Fey-en-Haye,  witli  infantry  attacks  at  some 
points.  Two  attacks  to  the  South  East  of  ^'el•dun  near  Marcheville, 
broke  down  a  hundred  metres  before  our  front.  At  the  Bois  d'Ailly 
the  French  re-ca])tured  ])art  of  the  trenches  they  had  lost  the  day 
before.  At  daybreak,  attacks  on  the  Bois  Brule  and  three  night 
attacks  on  the  western  Bois-le-Pr-etre  were  repulsed. 

During  the  afternoon  and  night  of  A])ril  8th — 9th.  the  enemy 
displayed  great  activity  at  different  points  of  tlie  front  simulta- 
neously. An  attack,  which  was  inaugurated  from  the  Selouse  Wood, 
collapsed  like  that  of  the  preceding  day.  At  the  same  time  severe 
fishtina-,  which  lasted  foi-  several  hours,  took  ijlace  in  the  Bois  de 
Mort-]Mare  in  the  course  of  which  the  enemy  was  finally  di'iven 
back  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  attacks  that  had  been  under- 
taken in  the  vicinity  of  Regnieville.  Bois-lc-Pi-etre,  and  South  of 
the  Orne,  ended  in  the  same  manner. 

During  the  night  of  April  8th — 9th,  there  was  a  specially  heavy 
fightijig  on  the  Combres  heights.  The  French  weie  ai)parently  using 
fresh  forces  at  this  point.  In  the  morning  they  had  occupied  parts 
of  the  trenches  we  had  evacuated,  owing  to  a  severe  artillery  bom- 
bardment. These  trenches  were  hotly  contested  duiing  the  day, 
and  we  succeeded  during  the  night  of  A])ril  8tli — 9th  in  driving  the 
enemy  out  of  part  of  the  tienches,  while  we  maintained  our  entire 
main  ])Osition.  At  dayl)reak,  a  fresh  French  attack  with  superior 
forces  obliged  us  to  evacuate  some  ])arts  of  these  trenches. 

In  consideration  of  these  events  on  the  Combres  heights,  events 
on  the  rest  of  the  front  take  a  secondary  place,  with  the  exception 
of  some  fires,  the  night  of  8th — 9th  April  passed  compaiatively 
(luietly.  Only  at  Bois  de  Mort-]Marc,  where  the  French  had  been 
driven  back  in  the  afternoon  after  bitter  and  long  fighting,  and 
suffering  very  heavy  losses,  they  renewed  their  attacks  in  the  e\  ening 
without  achieving  any  better  results.  But  our  troops  that  had  pene- 
trated the  French  position,  succeeded  in  capturing  two  machine  guns. 
In  spite  of  this  failure,  the  enemy  decided  to  renew  his  attack  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  9th  Apiil.  which  bow-ever  completely  collapsed. 
On  9th  April,  the  -French  renewed  their  attacks  on  the  ISorth 
wing  between  the  Orne  and  the  Combres  heights.  Foi'  instance 
between  Parfondrupt  and  Marcheville.  four  attacks  between  noon  and 
niidnight,  ail  of  theiti  on  a  I'ront  of  six  kilometres,  were  repulsed 
with  severe  losses.  On  the  following  night  and  forenocm,  the  French 
mine  howitzers  and  artillery  were  active.  In  tlie  afternoon,  the 
enemy  ad\'anced  on  the  whole  line  of  tlie  Combres  height,  having 
kept  our  positions  under  heavy  artillery  fiie  since  the  early  morning. 
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At  one  j)oiiit,  tliev  were  successful  in  Ijrcakinj;-  tln'on^li  to  tlic  foot 
of  the  south  slope  before  the  attack  broke  down  under  the  lire 
of  our  second  position.  Our  troops  maintained  not  only  the  hciglit, 
])ut  the  conunander  of  one  regiment  coiniter-attacked  and  thus  ])arts 
of  (HU'  advanced  ])osition  ^vel■e  jx-gained.  A  second  Fi'ench  attacic 
A\as  sto])ped  l)y  elfective  artillery  lire.  During  the  night  the  enemy 
l)oinl)arded  the   height  and   village   (jf  Comiji-es. 

The  rest  of  the  front  was  opjjosed  to  an  attack  in  the  centre 
at  the  line  Scuzey-Spada.  which  however  was  as  unsuccessl'nl  a-; 
tlie  others,  we  having  made  71  prisoners.  A  weakei'  attack  carrred 
out  in  the  Bois  d'Aihv  was  easily  ici)ulsed  and  an  ad\ance  across 
I  he  line  RegnicA'illc-Fey-cn-Haye  cohapsed  under  oin-  artillery  fire, 
sun'ei'ing  exceptionallv  heaw\-  losses;  aUlt  coi'pses  i-einained  lying  ou 
the   gi-()und   at   one   point  U)   the   North   of  iiegnic\'illc. 
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On  the  evening;  of  9tli  A[)ril.  a  German  attack  was  successful 
in  capturing  8  blockhouses  and  2  conununication  trenches  near  Croix 
<les  (  armes.  59  prisoners  and  2  niacliine  guns  ialling  into  our  hands. 
On  the  lOtli  there  were  artillery  combats  on  the  whole  front.  We 
observed  the  French  Ijusily  throwing  up  new  ti-enches  and  bringing 
up  fresh  troops,  especially  on  the  North  wing  to  the  South  of  the 
Orne,  and  in  the  centre  opposite  the  position  Seuzev-Spada  as  well 
as  on  the  youth  wing  in  the  neighbourliood  of  Regnieville.  We 
bombarded  these  troops  heavily  and  nnist  sup])0se  that  tlie  losses 
Ave  caused  were  considerable,  as  liie  enemy  did  not  attack.  Near 
Les  Eparges  at  the  fcjot  of  the  ('ombres  height,  strong  French  forces 
were  bombarded  by  our  artillery. 

On  the  10th,  the  sole  French  attack  on  the  Bois-le-Pretre  was 
easily  repulsed.  This  day,  like  all  the  previous  days,  ended  in  com- 
plete German  success  on  all  the  fronts  attacked.  On  the  same  day 
the  Fi-cnch  army  commander.  General  JollVe,  expressed  his  thanks 
to  the  I.  Army  for  having  captui-ed  the  })osition  at  Les  Epai'ges — that 
is  the  Combi-es  height — from  the  Crei-mans.  Fighting  lias  been  going 
on  for  this  position  for  weeks,  and  the  French  have  reported  several 
times  as  to  ha\'ing  taken  and  maintained  these  ])ositions.  Tiie  last 
l)nttles  for  this  hotly  contested  position  have  been  described  above. 
hi  reality  the  French  liad  but  occupied  some  trenches  temporarily. 
All  the  trenches  lost  in  these  fights  were  recovered,  witli  the  exception 
of  a  small  and  unimportant  ])ortion. 


III. 

The  days  from  lOtii — 14th  April  1915,  were  marked  bv  the 
specially  lively  activity  of  the  Frencli,  as  dii-ected  against  both  German 
wings.  The  lOtli  April  passed  comparatix  civ  (|uietly,  but  towards 
evening  the  enemy  again  displayed  lively  activity.  Seven  hundred 
cor[)ses  remained  on  tlie  edue  of  the  wood  between  the  two  posi- 
tions after  a  French  attack  against  the  line  Seuzey-Lamoi-ville.  Strong 
forces  [)roceeded  to  attack  also  at  Flirey,  were,  howevei',  I'cpulsed 
after  having  ]>enetrated  out-  positions  at  some  ])oints.  In  sj)ite  of 
that,  the  enemy  resumed  his  attack  early  on  the  morning  of  11th 
April,  was  again  repulsed,  leaving  tln-ee  officei'S  and  119  men 
prisoners  in  oui-  hands.  At  this  point,  it  was  observed  later  that 
the  French  heaped  up  their  dead  like  sand-bags  on  the  jjarapels 
of  their  entrenchments,  covering  them  with  clay.  In  Ailly  and  the 
western  portion  of  Bois-le-Pretre  there  was  hand  to  hand  figliting 
during  the  whole  night,  which  ended  victoi-iotisly  for  oin-  ti'oops. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  11th  April,  the  French  proceeded  to  attack 
the   Tombi-es   Iicight,   which   houever  colhipsed   in   oiu-  ariillery  fire. 

On  11th  Api'il,  fighting  on  both  sides  was  limited  to  artillerv 
<luels  of  varying  strengtii,  iu)w  ami  then  supjjorted  by  nun-tar  howitzers. 
In  l>ois-le-Pretre  two  French  attacks  in  the  afternocm  and  evening 
Avere    driven    liack    at    the    jxiint    of  the  bavonet.     On  the  ('()nd)res 
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lieiglit  the  French  succeeded  in  taking  (cmporary  possession  of"  part 
of  our  position  on  the  ridge,  hut  ^vere  repulsed  after  hitter  and 
violent  hand  to  hand  lighting,  which  lasted   about  two  iiours. 

The  two  French  attacks  against  our  [)ositions  on  the  ridge  of 
the  ("omhr-es  height,  deserve  s[)ecial  attention,  as  i)y  means  of  these, 
the  French  themselves  contradict  the  conmiuni(iue,  in  wliich  General 
Joffre  expresses  his  thanks  to  the  I.  Army  ior  tlie  final  concpiest 
of  the  Comhres  height,  on  10th  Ajjril.  Had  the  French  reached 
this  goal,  at  which  they  had  aimed  in  spite  of  severe  losses  i'or  weeks, 
the  above  mentioned  attacks  on  11th  April  would  ha\e  been  not 
onI\-  superfluous,  hut  a  wanton  and  useless  shedding  of  blood. 

Tliej^  were  however  undertaken,  and  repulsed  1)y  us.  A  French 
corporal,  who  was  taken  j)risouer,  on  l)eing  questioned,  related  that 
the  troops  fighting  at  the  Combres  height  had  heen  told,  thev  would 
(inly  be  relieved  when  they  had  taken  the  ])Osition,  hut  the  French 
Army  Administration  re|)()rts  that  no  fighting  took  place  on  the 
'Combres  height  since  9tli  April. 

The  night  11th — 12th  April  passed  in  comparative  quiet''on  the 
whole  front,  the  stillness  only  heing  broken  at  certain  points  by  un- 
impoi'tant  artillery  and  infantry  attacks. 

On  12th  April,  only  artillery  fire  was  to  be  reported  along  the 
Avhole  front,  from  the  Combres  height  as  far  as  Richecourt,  hut  a 
very  heavy  shelling  of  our  positions  on  the  North  wing,  hetween 
Buzy  and  Marcheville,  as  well  as  on  the  South  wing  in  the  section 
to  the  East  of  Richecourt  gave  signs  that  infantry  attacks  were  to 
he  expected.  These  wei-e  inaugurated  simultaneously,  operating  in 
the  vicinity  of  Maizeray  and  JNIarcheville.  While  the  enemv  refrained 
from  repeating  his  attack  at  last  mentioned  place,  at  Maizeray  where 
after  the  first  attack  all  the  pai'ticipators  had  remained  lying  on  the 
ground,  he  repeated  it  by  making  two  further  attem|)ts,  an  hour 
intervening  between  each,  the  attacking  troops  were  thereby  totally 
annihilated,  one  oflicer  and  40  men  only  having  been  taken  j)risoners. 
Notwithstanding  these  losses,  the  French  attacked  t)uce  more,  late  in 
the  evening  near  Marcheville  with  three  consecutive  lines  supported 
by  massed  colunuis,  but  our  ai'tillery  put  a  speedy  end  to  this  fifth 
•attack,  in  which  two  armoured  motors  were  employed.  At  the  same 
time  an  infantry  attack  was  repulsed  on  the  South  wing  to  the 
West  of  Bois-le-Pretre.  It  was  observed  here,  that  coloured  troops 
were  emph)yed  in  throwing  up  trenches. 

After  a  comparatively  quiet  night,  infantry  fighting  hegan  again 
on  both  Avings  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  April.  This  time,  the 
French  advanced  on  our  ]K)sition  at  Maizeray  and  Marcheville  without 
an  artillery  display,  but  if  they  had  expected  to  surprise  our  troops, 
they  were  disa])[)ointed  and  the  attack  driven  back  easily.  Fighting- 
was  continued  in  Bois-le-Pretre,  and  to  the  North  of  Maizeray  the 
•enemy  attempted  ixuew  to  j)enetrate  our  positions,  this  like  the  formei- 
•attacks,  being  di'ivcu  loack. 
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Oji  the  night  of  13th  Aiiril.  the  French  kc]it  up  a  violent  infantr}- 
fii'e  on  the  Isorlh  wing,  suppoi-tcd  lunv  and  then  by  licavy  artillery, 
so  as  to  prevent  repairs  Ijeing  eai-ricd  out  in  our  ])ositions.  An 
attack,  Avliich  took  place  early  in  tlie  morning,  collapsed  before  our 
lines,  the  same  fate  overtaking  the  infantry  attacks  to  the  jSoi-th  of 
Marcheville,  wliicli  -were  undertaken  in  llie  course  of  the  day.  On 
a  narrow  front,  the  enemy  advanced  on  oui'  jjosition  three  times, 
at  each  new  attempt  iresh  forces  being  l)rouglit  up  to  stem  the 
retreating  troo])s  and  continue  the  attack. 

According  to  tiic  recitals  of  prisoners,  the  infantry  regiment 
No.  51  was  decimated.  In  Bois  d'Ailly  lliiee  inlantry  attacks  were 
preceded  by  blasting,  which  was  not  very  eflcctive  and  all  thi'ee 
were  repulsed.  To  the  North  of  Flirey,  the  French  had  a  small 
success,  where  they  took  jiossession  of  a  trench  about  lOO  meties 
deep.  The  A'ioleut  hand  t(j  hand  fighting  lasted  during  the  A\hole 
day  and  had  not  been  decided  w  hen  evening  fell.  To  the  West  of 
Bois-le-Prrtrc  near  fighting  took  place  also,  which  finished  in  the 
evening  with  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  who  suffered  exceptionally 
heavy  losses.  On  the  i  est  of  the  front,  artillery  fighting  was  reported 
on  14lh  April,  with  varying  success,  and  at  some  ])oints  near  fighting 
was  in  pi'ogress.  A  French  officer,  who  has  been  taken  prisoner, 
reported  that  the  enemy  artillery  has  unlimited  supplies  of  American 
ammunition. 

Already  on  l*2th  Aj)ril.  strong  forces  were  noticed  crossing  the 
Meuse  in  an  eastern  direction  to  the  North  of  St.  INlihiel.  This  in 
conjunction  with  the  remai'kably  great  activity,  disjjlayed  by  the 
F^-ench  aiinien,  is  a  sign  that  the  fighting  l)etween  the  31euse  and 
the  ^losclle  has  not  yet  reached  its  end. 

IV. 

The  cessation  of  the  Fi'ench  operations  between  the  ^Nleuse  and 
Moselle,  after  the  preceding  attacks,  which  had  ended  so  disastrously 
for  them,  could  be  noticed  tcjwards  the  end  of  the  second  week  of 
April,    and   has    continued    since    14th    Api'il,    the    date    of    our    last 
report,  until  to-day,  the  19tli.     There  is  quiet  along  the  whole  front, 
but   Ijy    ([uiet    must    be    understood    a    lack    of  important  combined 
otiensive    operations — and   not   a    cessation    of  all    fighting    activit)'. 
The  noise  of  the  cannons  docs  not  die  altogether  either  by  day  or 
night:  at  some  points  eNcn,  the  heavy  artillery  fire  is  increased  with 
great  violence.    The  near  fighting  accessories — mine  howitzers,  hand 
grenades,    and  trench    mines— aie    employed,    and    the    inlantry  and 
machine    gun    fire   never    cease    altogether.     Both    ojiponents    iry  to 
render  the  streets  and  quarters  behind  the  fronts  unsafe  by  means 
of  artillery  fire  and    aviators    bombs.     The  lively  activity  displayed 
by  mai'ching  troojjs,  as  well  as  an  increase  in  the  railway  and  motor 
traffic  behind   the  French  lines,  especially  on   loth  and    16lh  April, 
shows  that  the   present  conditions    of  conqiarative  quiet  can   hardly 
be  exj)ccted  to  last. 
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The  days  IVom  l-llli— IDtli  April,  were  principally  marked  Ijv 
artillery  duels,  while  the  French  infantry,  prohablj^  still  suffering 
iVoin  the  impressions  of  losses  sustained  in  the  foregoing  battles, 
limited  itself  to  isolated  attacks,  which  \N(t\'^  repulsed  without 
exception,  and  of  no  importance  when  the  Avhole  situation  is  taken 
into  account.  These  attacks  were  repeated  almost  exclusively  in 
the  sections  of  our  front,  against  which,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
fighting  the  Frencli  offensive  has  been  specially  directed,  on  the 
North  wing  against  our  positions  at  Marcheville-Maizerav  and 
('ombres,  and  on  the  South  wing  against  our  lines  in  the  liois 
d'Ailly,  Bois  Mort-Mare,  to  the  North  of  Regnirville,  Fey-en-liaye, 
and  in  the  Bois-le-Prrtre. 

On  the  night  of  14th  —  l.")th  April,  the  attacks  on  the  Combres 
iicight  were  especially  violent.  The  enemy  hei-e  employed  fumes 
and  oljuoxiously  smelling  bombs,  which  s})read  a  haze  of  smoke 
juid  poisonous  gasses  before  and  around  our  positions,  so  as  to 
prevent  a  view  of  the  enemy  and  increase  the  difficulties  of  our 
troops  in  the  trenches. 
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An  achaiice  in  Bois-lc-Prrtrc,  undertaken  ])y  our  troops  the 
same  night,  ended  witli  the  capture  of  a  part  of  the  French  main 
])osition,  which  juts  out  here  with  a  strongly  fortified  po/?tt  f/'appni 
against  our  foremost  trenches.  The  hand  to  hand  fighting,  which 
was  inaugurated  witli  this  success  in  tlie  western  Bois-Ie-Pretre, 
histed  the  fohowing  days  and  nights  without  interruption.  We  arc 
progressing  slowly  but  surely. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  our  troops  here  were  successful 
in  blowing  up  two  Ijlockhouses  and  the  adjoining  trenches,  which 
enabled  us  to  advance  our  position.  The  French  sustained  consider- 
able losses  here,  while  we  did  not  lose  one  single  man  in  spite 
of  the  success  gained. 

The  lotii  April  brought  two  French  attacks  in  Bois  cFAilly, 
both  of  which — the  second  when  only  in  ])reparation — collapsed  in 
our  fire.  In  the  same  way  two  advances  undertaken  by  the  enemy 
to  the  North  of  Flirey  on  the  night  of  16tli  A])ril,  were  repulsed. 
During  these  days  we  noticed  repeatedly  at  different  points,  for 
instance  at  the  Combres  height,  at  Flirey,  and  opposite  the  wood 
Mort-Mare,  that  the  French  ti'ooj)s  in  the  foremost  trenches  were 
standing  by,  but  no  attacks  took  place.  Artillery  activity  on  both 
sides  during  the  space  from  14th — 19th  April  was  really  all  that 
could  be  reported. 

General  Dubail's  "Wedge." 

^Nlain  Headquarters  writes  the  following: 

How  the  French  officers  try  with  all  possible  means  to  spur- 
on  their  men  to  advance,  is  proved  by  the  following  coimnand. 
issued  by  General  Dul)ail,  leader  of  the  I.  French  Army,  and  dated 
5th  April  1915. 

For  the  past  three  months,  the  (Jcrman  Army  Corps  between 
the  INIeusc  and  the  Moselle  have  suffered  so  unu-h  on  account  of 
theii'  numerous  and  energetic  attacks,  that  theii-  resistance  has  now 
been  considerably  lessened.  Several  regiments  have  had  to  be  relieved 
recently.  Some  were  witiidrawn  on  account  of  the  losses  that  we 
iiavc  indicted,  or  have  clianged  their  section  (lor  instance  the  Ba- 
varian Regiments  of  the  8oi'd  Division,  which  were  almost  annihi- 
lated near  Les  Epai'gcs).  The  otliers  were  transported  to  other 
points  of  tlie  theatre  of  war.  to  suppoi't  the  lines  tiiat  had  become 
thin  in  some  places.  One  regiment  of  the  V.  Army  Corps  was  taken  to 
Belgium  and  two  regiments  belonging  to  tiie  same  Corps,  have  been 
sent  against  Kiissia.  The  heavy  artillery,  which  thi-ee  months  ago  was 
so  amply  pi-ovided  with  anmiunition.  has  decreased  and  is  less  acti\  e. 

So  as  to  o])pose  our  attacks,  which  \\  ere  carried  out  recently 
on  the  line  Fey-en-Haye.  Bois-le-Pretre.  the  tJermans  were  obliged 
to  bi'ing  u])  I'eserves  fi'om  their  adjoining  sections,  and  it  appears 
that  these  latter  are  not  available  in  veiy  considei-aljle  numbers. 
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On  30th  March,  we  succeeded  in  c.Tpturiiig  tlie  (^icrman  positions 
at  Bois-]e-Pivtre  and  before  Fey-cn-IIaye  in  a  hi-cadth  of  1,000 
metres  and  a  depth  of  800  metres.  On  31st  ^larch.  Fey-en-Haye 
itself  was  taken,  and  on  3rd  April,  the  jiositions  at  Kegnieville.  On 
a  front  of  40  kih)nietres  the  1.  Ainiy  \vhich  had  heen  reinforced 
prepared  storm  j)ositions. 

To-morrow  we  shall  (•k)se  the  ])incers,  within  which  we  have 
enclosed  the  enemy  between  Verdun  and  Pont-a-]Mousson,  and  carry 
out  fi-ontal  and  rear  attacks  with  considerable  foi'ces.  thus  destroying 
the  enemy  troops  situated  l)elwecn  iNletz  and  St.  INIihiel. 

Every  soldier  nnist  be  aware  of  the  followin";  fact:  The  can- 
nons which  he  hears  in  front  of  him.  arc  French  guns  that  arc 
firing  on  tlie  enemy's  rear. 

At  present  the  (iermans  seem  only  to  i)e  al)le  to  l)i'ing  up 
local  reserves  to  ward  off  tliis  dreadlul  attack,  and  even  if  tliey 
have  others,  there  can  only  l)e  a  question  of  some  battalions. 

Signed:   Dubail. 


Between  the  Meuse  and  Moselle. 

Incorrectness  of  the  French  Official  Communique. 
Main  Headtiuarters  writes  the  following:- — • 

9th  April   1915. 

Tlic  French  Communique  (Eiffelturm)  of  9th  April  1915  (after- 
noon) enumerates  in  a  resume  the  alleged  successes  achieved  by 
the  Frencli  troops  in  the  fighting  between  the  Meuse  and  tlie  Moselle. 
This  French  description  deserves  closei-  attention,  as  the  fertile 
imagination  of  the  author  of  these  reports  reaches  an  extraordinaiy 
height  in  tin's.  Each  of  the  four  statements,  contained  in  the  i-esume, 
sliall  therefore  be  considered   sc})arately. 

1.  The  heights  situated  to  the  West  of  the  Orne  and  commanding 
this  river  as  well  as  the  villages  of  Gussainvillc  and  Fromezey  were 
never  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Germans.  The  French  attacks  inavmnratecl 
against  the  German  position  from  these  jjoints  collapsed  without 
excejition  under  onr  ai'tillcry  fire  and  retii'ed  with  lieav}-  losses. 
Tliis  unsuccessful  advance  from  the  above  named  line,  wliich  had 
never  been  held  by  us,  tlie  French  seem  consider  as  conquest. 

2.  The  word  "almost"  with  which  the  re]ioi-t  limits  the  French 
success  on  the  heights  at  Les  P'parges,  deserves  special  attention. 
In  reality,  the  French  do  not  hold  any  position  on  the  heights, 
although  they  succeeded  in  penetrating  some  trenches  on  the  northern 
slojie  under  the  ridge. 

3.  As  in  the  first  mentioned  case,  the  French  consider  as  a 
conquest  the  possession  of  ])laces  never  held  by  the  Germans.  We 
never  even  attempted  to  gain  this  territory.  The  fighting  during 
the   last   weeks   took   place   in    the  Bois  d'Ailly   itself,    where  small 
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parts  of  the   German   intrcnclimeiits   were  temporarily    in   the  hands 
of  tiie  French. 

4.  In  the  vilhai^es,  lying  in  front  of  onr  figliting  Hnc,  Regnie- 
ville  and  Fey-en-llaye,  we  had  only  advanced  "listening  posts"' 
whicli  retired,  accoj-ding  to  jjre-arranged  plans,  on  the  Fi'ench  attack. 
As  at  this  part  of  the  lighting  line  the  intrenchments  of  botli  armies 
are  only  separated  by  a  space  varying  from  100—500  metres  and  as 
we  have  not  lost  anything,  it  is  a  mathematical  impossibility  for  the 
French  to  have  gained  a  strip  of  3   kilometres. 


Shells  containing  poisonous  gas. 

Main  Head(|narters  send  the  followin<r: — 

22nd  April   1915. 

In  a  pnblicafion  dated  21st  inst.,  the  English  Army  Admi- 
nistration complains  that  on  the  recaptiue  of  ''Hill  (50"'  South 
Fast  of  Ypres,  the  Germans  "contrary  to  all  i-iiles  ol"  ci\ilizcd  war- 
fiire"  employed  shells,  whicii  exploded  poisonous,  asphyxiating  gases. 
As  can  be  seen  by  tlie  German  official  i-eports,  oui-  enemies"  have 
been  making  use  of  these  for  months;  but  they  appear  to  be  of 
0[)inion  that  what  is  permissible  for  them,  is  not  permissible  for  us. 
Such  an  opinion,  which  is  nothing  new  in  this  war,  we  can  under- 
stand— especially  when  we  consider  that  owing  to  the  development  of 
German  chemistry  we  are  in  a  position  to  employ  more  effective  means 
than  our  enenu'es, — we  can  understand  this  altlxjugh  we  do  not  share 
it.     Besides  tlie  reference  to  the  rides  of  warfare  docs  not  hold  good. 

The  German  troops  do  not  employ  any  ■•shells,  the  sole  object 
of  which  is  spreading  ol)noxious  or  poisonous  gases'"  (Declaration 
at  Hague  29th  July  1899),  and  the  gases  developed  I)y  the  German 
siiells,  although  not  so  dangerous  as  the  French,  Russian,  and  English 
artillery  shells,  are  very  much  more  disagreeable.  The  asphyxiating 
fumes  employed  by  us  in  hand  to  hand  fighting,  are  not  in  any  way 
contradictory  to  the  "Laws  of  Wai'fare.""  They  do  not  produce 
anytliing  more  than  the  j)owerful  effects,  which  could  be  achieved 
by  kindling  a  bundle  of  straw  or  dry  wood.  As  the  smoke  thus 
produced  can  be  clearly  seen,  even  on  a  dark  night,  everyone  is  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  from  its  effects  in  good  time. 

The  Treatment  of  the  captured  Crews  of  the  German 

Submarines 
German  and  American  Notes. 

The  North  German  Gazette  (Norddeutsche  Allgemeine  Zeitung) 
publishes  the  following  Notes,  I'efei-ring  to  the  ti-eatment  of  the  cap- 
tured crews  of  German  submarines: 
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Note  sent  by  the  German  Foreign  Office,  to  the  Embassy  of  the 

U.  S.  A.  in  Berlin. 

(Translation.) 

According  to  notices  appearing  in  the  British  press,  the  British 
Admiralty  is  said  to  have  made  known  its  intention  not  to  accord 
to  officers  and  crews  of  German  submarines,  who  have  become  pris- 
oners, the  treatment  due  to  them  as  prisoners  of  war,  especiallv 
not  to  concede  to  the  officers  the  advantage  of  their  rank. 

The  German  Government  is  of  the  opinion  that  these  reports 
are  not  correct,  as  tlie  crews  of  the  submarines  acted  in  the  exe- 
cution of  orders  given  to  them,  and  in  doing  this,  have  solely  ful- 
filled their  military  duties.  x\t  any  rate,  the  repoi'ts  in  question  have 
become  so  numerous  in  the  neutral  press,  that  an  immediate  ex- 
j)lanation  of  the  true  facts  appears  to  be  of  most  urgent  importance, 
if  for  no  other  reasons  than  consideration  of  public  opinion  in 
Germany. 

The  Imperial  Foreign  Office  therefore  requests  the  American 
Embassy  to  have  inquiry  of  the  British  Government  made  by  tele- 
graph, through  the  medium  of  the  American  Embassy  in  London, 
as  to  whether  and  in  what  way  they  intend  to  treat  officers  and 
crews  of  German  submarine  boats,  who  have  been  made  prisoners, 
in  any  respect  worse  than  other  prisoners  of  war. 

Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  request  is  added  that  in 
the  name  of  the  German  Government  sharpest  protest  be  lodged 
with  the  British  Government  against  such  proceedings  ^nd  that  no 
doubt  be  left  that  for  each  member  of  the  crew  of  a  submarine 
made  prisoner,  a  British  army  officer  held  prisoner  of  war  in  Gei- 
many,  will  receive  corresponding  harsher  treatment.  The  lm})erial 
Foreign  Office  would  l)e  grateful  for  information  at  the  earliesi  con- 
venience regai-ding  the  result  of  tlie  steps  taken. 

The  Note  handed  to  the  German  Imperial  Foreign  Office  by  the 
American  Embassy  in  Berlin. 

Berlin,  6th  April  1915. 

Note  verhale. 

W'\\\\   reference    to    the    estimated   Note   verbale   — '— — zr —   of 

o4,ot)  / 

March  16th,  1915,  regarding  the  treatment  of  the  crews  of  German 
submarines  who  have  become  prisoners  in  England,  the  American 
lilmbassy  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Imperial  Foreign  Office  that 
the  matter  was  at  once  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department 
of  State  at  Washington  and  begs  to  (|uote  herewith  to  the  Imperial 
Foreign  Office  the  reply  of  the  British  Government  in  the  matter, 
which  has  been  i-eceived  telegi'aphically  from  Washington: 

"Tlie  Secretary  of  State  fur  Foreign  Affairs  presents  his  com- 
pliments to  the  United  vState"s  Ambassador,  and  with  reference  to 
[lis  Excellency's  Note  of  20th  ultimo,  respecting  reports  in  the  press 
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upon  tlie  treatment  of  prisoners  from  German  submarines,  has  the 
honour  to  state  that  he  learns  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  the  officers  and  men,  who  were  rescued  from 
die  German  submarines  "U  8"  and  "U12"  have  been  placed  in 
the  Naval  Detention  Barracks,  in  view  of  the  necessity  of  their  se- 
gregation from  other  prisoners  of  war. 

In  these  (juarters  they  are  treated  witli  humanity,  given  oppor- 
tunities for  exercise,  provided  with  German  books,  "subjected  to  no 
forced  labour,  and  are  better  fed  and  clothed  than  British  prisoners 
of  equal  rank  now  in   Germany. 

As,  however,  the  crews  of  the  two  German  submarines  in 
question,  before  they  were  rescued  from  the  sea,  were  engaged  in 
sinking  innocent  British  and  neutral  merchant  ships,  and  wantonly 
killing  non-combatants,  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  honourable  oji- 
ponents,  but  ratiier  as  persons  who,  at  the  orders  of  their  Govern- 
ment, have  connnitted  acts,  which  are  offences  against  the  law  of 
nations  and  contrary  to  conmion   humanity. 

His  INIajesty's  Government  would  also  bring  to  the  notice  (jf 
the  United  State's  Government  that  during  the  present  war  more 
than  1,000  officers  and  men  of  the  German  Navy  have  been  rescued 
from  the  sea,  sometimes  in  spite  of  danger  to  the  i-escuers.  and 
sometimes  to  the  prejudice  of  Bi-itish  naval  operations.  No  case 
has,  however,  occurred  of  any  officer  or  man  of  the  Royal  Navy 
being  rescued  by  the  Germans." 
♦ 

Reprisals  on  Prisoners. 

Text  of  German  Note  to  United  States'  Ambassador  in  Berlin. 

Berlin,  11th  April  1915. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honour  of  communicating  the  follow- 
ing to  His  Excellency,  the  Ambassador  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  Mi-.  James  W.  Gerard,  in  answer  to  the  Verbal  Note  of 
6th  inst. — F.  O.  No.  2928 — i-egarding  the  treatment  of  the  crews  of 
German  submarines  prisoners  in  England: 

"The  German  Government  has  learned  with  astonishment  and 
indignation  that  the  British  Government  regards  the  officers  and 
crews  of  German  submarines  not  as  honourable  enemies,  and  ac- 
cordingly treats  them  not  as  other  prisoners  of  war,  but  as  ordi- 
nary prisoners  (Arrestanten).  These  officers  and  crews  acted  as 
brave  men  in  the  discharge  of  their  military  duties,  and  they  are 
therefore  fully  entitled  to  i)e  treated  like  other  prisoners  of  war.  in 
accordance  with  international  arrangements.  The  German  Govern- 
ment therefore  enters  the  strongest  protest  against  a  procedure, 
which  is  contrary  to  international  law,  and  sees  itself  at  the  same 
time  regretfully  compelled  immediately  to  execute  the  reprisals  an- 
nounced by  it  and  subject  to  similar  harsh  treatment,  a  correspond- 
ing numl)er  of  English  army  officers,  who  are  prisoners  of  war. 
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When,  moreover,  the  British  Govermneiit  sees  fit  to  remark 
th;it  the  German  Navy,  in  contrast  to  tlie  Britisli,  failed  to  save 
shipwrecked  men.  we  can  only  reject  with  loathing  the  insinuation 
that  sucli  rescue  was  possible  for  German  ships,  hut  was  wilfully 
neglected  by  tliem. 

The  undersigned  begs  the  Ambassador  to  convey  this  informa- 
ti(jii  to  the  British  Government,  and  also  to  take  steps  for  securing 
a  member  of  the  American  Eml)assy  in  London  an  opportunity  of 
pei'sonallv  en((uiring  into  the  treatment  of  German  submarine  pris- 
oners and  present  a  report  concerning  the  details  of  their  lodging, 
nuiintenance,  and  employment.  Further  proceedings  with  regard 
to  British  officers,  who  have  l)een  provisionally  ])laced  under  offi- 
cers' arrest  (Oftiziei'shaft)  will  de})end  upon  treatment  of  the  Ger- 
man prisoners. 

The  undersigned  ex])resses  his  thanks  to  the  Ambassador  for 
his  kind  interference  in  this  disagreeable  matter. 

V.  Jagow. 


■t?" 


Contradiction  of  British  Calumnies  concerning 
the  German  Navy. 

Berhn,  April   15,   1915. 

In  the  interchange  of  notes  concerning  the  treatment  of  our 
submarine  crews.  Prisoners  of  War  in  p]ngland,  the  British  Govern- 
ment refers  to  the  fact,  that  during  the  present  war  more  than 
a  thousand  officers  and  men  of  the  German  Navy  have  been  res- 
cued from  the  JSea  by  British  War  Ships,  while  no  officer  or  man 
of  the  British  Navy  has  been  rescued  by  the  Germans. 

In  answer  to  this,  the  following  has  been  ascertained  on 
r-eliable  authority : 

In  cases,  in  wliicli  British  AVar  Ships  wei-e  sunk  by  German 
submarines,  rescuing  the  crew  is  out  of  the  question,  as  submarines 
are  not  in  a  position  to  give  such  assistance. 

In  the  naval  battle  off  Helgoland  on  August  28,  1914,  and  the 
raids  on  the  English  coast  on  November  2,  and  December  16,  1914, 
torpedo  boats  were  destroyed,  but  the  British  Government  can  hardly 
refer  to  these  cases,  as  it  disputes  the  loss  of  all  vessels. 

In  the  fighting  off  the  Doggerbank  on  January  24,  1915,  the 
Knglish  battle  cruiser  "Tiger"  and  a  number  of  English  torpedo 
boats  were  lost,  but  in  this  case  again  the  British  Government  has 
officially  declared  that  all  ships  taking  pai-t  in  the  fighting,  had 
returned. 

On  September  20,  1914,  the  English  cruiser  "Pegasus"  was 
destroyed  in  the  English  port  of  Zanzibar  by  the  small  cruiser 
••  Konigsberg."  The  "  Konigsberg "  was  outside  the  harbour  and 
could   not   be    expected   to   run   into    an    enemy    harbour,   so   as   to 
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rescue  tlie  crew.  Thus  only  remains  tlie  battle  off  Coronel,  in  the 
course  of  which  two  English  armoured  cruisers  were  destroyed  by 
our  squadron  on  November  1,   1914. 

Our  ships  lost  sight  of  the  "•Good  Hope"  on  darkness  falling, 
they  looked  for  her,  but  without  success  and  did  not  even  know 
whether  she  had  been  sunk  or  not.  It  can  thus  clearly  be  seen 
that  none  of  the  "Good  Hope's  crew"  could  be  saved.  When  the 
'•Monmouth"  was  sunk,  H.  M.  S.  "Niirnberg"  was  the  only  vessel 
near,  and  a  letter,  which  Graf  Spee's  son  has  written,  shows  why 
nobody   could    be  saved,    as  the   extract  from   his  letter  will  show : 

"The  'Monmouth'  sank  with  her  tlag  flying  and  we 
could  not  save  any  of  the  crew.  First,  on  account  of  the 
heavy  sea,  which  made  it  impossible  to  lower  our  boats 
and  then  because  fresh  smoke  had  been  reported,  which 
we  hoped  was  bringing  us  some  more  enemies  towards 
whom  we  steamed." 

The  commander  of  the  squadron,  Graf  Spee,  referring  to  this 
in  a  letter,  mentions : 

"Unfortunately  the  work  of  rescue  was  made  im- 
possible by  the  heavy  sea." 

In  Germany  it  has  been  universallv  admitted  that  English  war 
ships  rescued  our  men  after  battles.  But  it  never  occurred  to 
anyone  in  Germany  to  reproachfully  recall  the  fact,  that  at  the 
battle  of  the  Falklands,  when  our  "Scharnhorst"  sank  with  her 
tlag  flying  in  broad  daylight  and  a  smooth  sea,  that  none  of  the 
crew  was  saved,  although  numerous  British  ships  were  in  the  vicinity. 

From  the  above  it  can  clearly  be  seen  that  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  war,  German  war  ships  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
rescuing  the  crews  of  British  war  ships.  The  British  Government 
knows  this  quite  as  well  as  we  do,  but  it  refrains  from  saving  so 
in  its  Note,  and  by  comparing  the  facts  that  the  British  Navy  has 
rescued  more  than  a  thousand  German  seamen,  while  the  German 
Navy  has  not  saved  a  single  British  sailor,  tries  to  accuse  the 
German  Navy  of  having  intentionally  refrained  from  rescuing  the 
men.  Here  we  have  another  proof  of  the  cunning  means  emploj-ed 
for  deceiving  public  opinion  and  inciting  tlie  neutrals  against  Ger- 
many. The  German  Note  repudiates  with  horror,  the  accusations 
contained  in  the  British  Note. 


War    Journal 


April  1. 

Bismai'ck's  centenary  celebrated.  The  Kaiser  issues  a  procla- 
mation in  honour  of"  the  Chancellor. 

The  German  East  Army's  war  booty  ior  the  moutli  of  March 
amounted  to  55,800  Russian  prisoners,  9  cannons,  61  machine  guns. 

The  steamer  "Emma"  from  Le  Havre  torpedoed  and  snnk  by 
a  submarine. 

Newspaper  repi-esentatives  ejected  fi-om  Tenedos  by  the  English. 

A  number  of  native  Indian  authorities  relieved  of  their  posts; 
cessation   of  transpoi'ts  to   Euro})e  by  the  Viceroy. 


April  2. 

In  and  around  Bois-le-Pretre,  tighting  conriimes.  We  inflicted 
several  severe  losses  on  the  enemy,  driving  him  l)ack  to  his  former 
positions. 

The  P]nglish  steamer  "Seven  Seas"  and  three  fishing  boats 
sunk,  as  well  as  the  Norwegian  banpie  "Noi-"  by  German  sub- 
marines. 

Between  Pruth  and  the  Dnjestr  a  sti-ong  Russian  attack  repulsed, 
the  Russians  suffering  heavy  losses. 

An  attempt  at  landing  made  by  the  English  neai'  Mouaileli  on 
the  coast  of  Hedschas  thwarted. 


April  3. 

Arrival  of  the  American  Note   in    London. 

Russian   Troops  .anded  in  the  Persian   province   of  Enseli. 


April  4. 

Our  troops  captured  Drie  Gi'achten  from  the  Belgians,  on  the 
West  Bank  of  the  Yser  Canal. 

In  the  Carpathians,  fighting  continues  to  both  sides  of  the  Laborcza 
valley;  to  the  East  of  Viravas,  strong  Russian  attacks  repulsed. 
2,0*20   Russians  taken  prisoners. 

Two  Russian  ships  "Provident"  and  "  V'astochnaja"  sunk  by 
the  Turks   near  Odessa. 


-)•) 


The  Turkish  cniisei-  "  Mcdjidje"  struck  a  mine  while  following 
llic  mine  sweepers.     The  crew   wns  saved. 

From  the  -sub mar im-  war.  The  English  steamer  "Olvine"  torpedoed 
between  Guernsey  and  Calais,  also  the  Russian  sailing  boat  "Hermes" 
off  the  Isle  of  Wight. 


April  5. 

Frencli  attacks  in  the  Aigonnes  repulsed  by  our  artillery  and  at 
Boureuilles  driven  back  before  our  obstacles,  as  well  as  at  Pont-a- 
Mousson.    We  gained  ground  at  Bois-le-Pretre  owing  to  mines. 

A  Russian  attack  at  Mai'iampol  I'cpulsed,  the  enemy  sufiering 
heavy   losses. 

Fighting  in   the  Laborcza   valley   continued. 

Strong  liostile  i'oi'ccs  aimed  at  the  southern  bank  oi' the  Dnjestr 
lepulsed  al  Uscie  Biskupie.  1,400  prisonei-s  and  7  machine  guns 
captured. 


April  6. 

.Strong  attacks  carried  out  by  the  French  between  the  Meusc  and 
the  Moselle  in  the  \  icinity  of  Verdun,  Ailly,  Apiemont,  Flirey  and 
Pont-a-Mousson,  wore  rej)uised,  the  enemy  sufiering  heavy  losses. 
It  is  to  be  expected  that  attacks  here  will  be  continued,  as  the  enemy 
has  begun  to  realize  the  fruitlessness  of  his  efforts  in  the  Champagne. 

Russian  attacks  re])ulsed  to  the  South  of  Kalwai-ja  and  to  the  East 
of  Augustow — the  situation  in  the  East  is  otherwise  unchanged. 

Austrian  and  German  troops  took  strong  Russian  positions  on 
the  heights  to  the  East  of  Laborcza  valley  in  the  Carpathians,  taking 
.5,040  j)risoners,  and  later  on  further  batches  amounting  to  2.530  men 
were  ca])tured. 

To  the  North  East  of  Ottynias  (South  Eastern  Galicia)  a  Russian 
night  attack   repulsed. 

From  the  suhmarinc  icar.  The  English  collier  "City  of  Bremen" 
torpedoed  off  Landsend,  the  English  steamer  -'Northland'"  torpedoed 
off  Beachv  Head. 


April  7. 

Drie  Gi-achten  evacuated  by  our  troops  owing  to  the  English  and 
French  heavy  artillery;  to  the  East  and  South  F^ast  of  Verdun,  French 
attacks  were  thwarted,  the  enemy  suffering  very  heavy  casualities. 

The  enemy  was  thrown  back  to  his  former  position  at  Ailly. 
owing  to  a  counter-attack  carried  out  by  our  troops. 


^"icc-admir;ll  Souchon  commanding  the  Turkish  fleet. 
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400  captured  Kussiaii  field  guns,  in  the  background   107   Fix- 


.'  I'd 


400  captured  French  and  Englis'i 


)rtress    guns  of  various   calihre  at  tlie   Knip^i   works  in  Essen. 


IS  at  the  Krupp  works  in  Essen. 
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Advjincinii,-  in  Russian  teri'itory  in  tlie  direction  of  Andrzejewo, 
.South  East  of  Memel,  we  destroyed  a  Russian  battalion,  repidsing 
another;  oui"  losses  amounted  to  six  killed.  The  booty  captured  in 
the  fiahtinii-  that  took  ])lace  at  the  Laborcza  valley  has  increased 
l)y  930  prisoners,  2  cannon.  7  machine  guns,   and  5,000  rifles. 

We  bombarded  Belgrade  as  a  reprisal  for  the  shelling  of  the 
open  town  of  Orsova  (on   the  Danube). 

From  the  submarine  war.  It  is  reported  that  "  U  29 "  with  com- 
mander Otto  Weddigen   and   ci'cw   has  been   lost. 


April  8. 

The  fighting  between  the  Meuse  and  Moselle  continues.  French 
attacks  on  the  Woevre  plains  were  unavailing,  as  well  as  to  the  North 
of  St.  Mihiel  and  Flirey  and  advances  in  Bois-le-Preti'e.  The  enemy 
suflfered  enormous  losses  in  the  course  of  these  attacks. 

Fighting  continues  for  the  Hartmannsweilerkopf. 

The  incessant  Russian  attacks  to  both  sides  of  the  Laborcza 
valley  repulsed  by  oui'  Allies.  The  number  of  the  Russian  unwounded 
pi'isoners  taken  in  the  '-Easter  battles  in  the  Carpatliians"  amounts 
to   10,000. 

According  to  a  Renter  re])ort,  the  commander  of  the  auxiliary 
cruiser  "Prinz  Eitel  P'riedrich""  has  i-eipiested  the  American  authorities 
<o  intern  his  ship,  owing  to  the  non-arrival   of  expected  assistance. 


April  9. 

The  Belgians  again  driven  out  of  Drie  Gracliten;  two  enemy 
officers,  a  hundred  men,  and  two   machine  guns  captured. 

Reims  subjected  to  howitzer  grenades  as  a  reprisal  foi-  the 
French  shelling  of  places  behind  our  front. 

In  the  fighting  which  continues  between  the  Meuse  and  Moselle, 
the  enemy  suffered  heavy  casualities  in  the  course  of  fruitless  attacks. 
Pi'ogress  continues  in   the  Bois  d'Ailly. 

In  the  wooded  regions  of  the  Carj)athians,  the  continuous  frontal 
attacks  carried  out  by  the  Russians,  collajxse,  the  enemy  suffering 
heavy  losses. 

According  to  an  official  communication,  it  is  estimated  that 
<Sr2,80(S  enemies  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans. 


April  10. 

The  l)ooty   of  Drie  Gracliten  has  been    increased    to  5  Belgian 
officers,   122  men,  and  5  machine  guns. 

The  French  suffered  a  heavy  defeat  between  the  Orne  and  the 

heights  of  the  Meuse  (on  9th). 


24 

On  the  western  side  of  the  Bois-le-Pretre.  the  enemy  lost  th;it 
part  of  the  position   to  which  he  had   advanced  the   end  of  March. 

The  Russian  attacks  at  Kalwarja  repulsed  with  heavy  losses; 
the  situation  in  the  East  is  otherwise  unchanged. 

From  the  submarine  war.  The  Portuguese  sailing  vessel  "Douro" 
with  the  cargo  of  coals  from  Cardiff  to  Oporto,  torpedoed  by  a  German 
submarine,  the  crew  rescued  and  landed  in  Swansea. 

The  French  sailing  ship  "Chateaubriand"  torpedoed  by  a  German 
submarine.  The  English  steamer  "Harpalyce"  destroyed  either  by 
a  submarine  or  mine. 


April  11. 

It  has  been  ascei'tained  that  the  French  sustained  very  severe 
losses  in  the  fighting  between  the  Meuse  and  the  Moselle. 

A    fresh    attack  directed  against  the  Combres  height  fails. 

A  German  Note  to  America,  protesting  against  the  non-main- 
tenance of  strict  neutrality. 

The  English  steamer  "Southpoint"  torpedoed  by  "U  28"  off 
Cape  Finisterre. 


April  12. 

39  English  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  removed  to  Military 
Detention  Ban-acks  (Militar-Arrestanstalten)  as  a  reprisal  for  the 
refusal  by  the  English  Government  to  treat  the  ])risoncr  crews  of 
our  submarines  with  the  honour  due  to   their  rank. 

Bombs  dro]:)ped  on  Nancy  as  reprisal  for  the  French  bombs 
dropped  on   Miillheim  (Baden). 

1,350  R.issians  ca])tured  to  the  East  of  Mariampol.  Cessation 
of  Russian  attacks  in   the  Carpathians. 

from  the  submarine  ivar.  The  English  steamer  ''Wayfarer" 
torpedoed  and   towed   to  Queenstown. 

The  "Ki'onjjrinz  Wilhelm"  ran  into  the  harbour  of  Newport  News. 


April  13. 

Renewed  French  attacks  at  Maizeray  and  Marcheville  between 
the  Meuse  and  Moselle  collapsed. 

Russian  attemjjts  to  advance  at  the  Uzsok  Pass  repulsed. 

From  the  submarine  tear.  A  French  threemaster  sunk,  the 
English  steamer  "President"  and  a  French  steamer  "  Frederic  Frank" 
damaged  l)y  a  German  submarine. 

Agadir  occupied  by  Mussulnien.  ' 
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April  14. 

Recapture  of  the  Czeremclia  heights  at  the  Uzsok  Pass  by  two 
Hungarian  infantry  regiments. 

Riots  spread  in  India  in  the  provinces  of  Lahore,  Delhi,  and 
Bengal. 


April  15. 

The  French  attacked  three  times  at  Marcheville  without  success. 
An  enemy  airman  dropped  bombs  on  Freiburg  i.  B. 

A  Zeppelin  made  a  raid  on  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne. 

The  Austrians   stormed  an  important  height  near  Wysockowz. 

From  the  submarine  war.  The  English  steamer  "Armigan" 
torpedoed. 

Proclamation  of  the  "Holy  War"  by  the  Emir,  mobilization 
measures  in  Afghanistan. 


April  16. 

French  airmen  made  an  attack  on  Rottweii  and  Haltingen  (Baden). 

German  naval  airships  made  a  successful  raid  on  fortified  places 
on  the  English  South  coast. 

One  of  the  enemy  armoured  cruisers  leaves  the  Dardanelles  for 
Tenedos,  after  having  been  damaged  by  the  Turks. 

Tsingtau  declared  to  be  a  second  continental  harbour  for  the 
Japanese  fleet. 

Newspaper  reports  as  to  the  landing  of  4,000  Japanese  in 
Turtlebay  on  Mexican  territory. 


April  17. 

An  enemy  airship  drops   12  bombs  on  Strafiburg. 

A  French  position  to  the  North  West  of  Perthes  (Champagne) 
stormed. 

The  captain  of  the  "Thordis"  decorated  by  the  King  and  Enghsh 
Government  for  having  rammed  a  German  submarine. 

England  offers  a  full  apology  to  the  Chilean  Government  on 
account  of  the  "Glasgow"  and  "Dresden"  incident. 

Occupation  of  Casablanca  by  Morocco  Mussulmen. 

Occupation  of  Schakalskoppe,  Kuibes,  Bethaney,  and  Brack- 
wasser  by  troops  of  the  South  African  Union. 

German  airmen  over  Calais,  Amiens,  Sainte-Menehould,  Nancy. 
Pont-a-Mousson,  Luneville. 
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Tlie  English  submarine  ''•E  15'"  sunk  in  the  Dardanelles  to  the 
East  of  Karanlik  Linian. 

The  English  defeated  at  Jassini  on  19th  January,  by  our 
German  East  African  troops. 

The  Island  of  Mafia  occupied  by  the  Englisii  on  10th  and  lltli 
January. 


April  18. 

The  Greek  steamer  "  Hellespontos "  bound  for  Montevideo  from 
Ymuiden.  sunk  in  the  North  Sea. 

At  Nagypolony,  Zello  and  Telepocz  in  the  Carpathians  1,425  Rus- 
sians and  7  officers  taken  prisoners. 


April  19. 

German  airmen  dropped  bombs  on  Warsaw. 

A  Turkish  torpedo  boat  that  had  attacked  the  English  transport 
ship  "Manitou,"  grounded  on  the  coast  of  Chios  and  was  blown 
up  by  its  crew.   24  men  from  the  "Manitou"  drowned  and  27  missing. 

Von  der  Goltz  Pascha  made  Commander-in-General  of  the 
I.  Turkish  Army. 

Pi-oclamation  of  conditions  of  war  in  Tunis  and  Algeria. 

The  American  cruiser  "New  Orleans"  sent  to  examine  into 
affairs  in  Turtlebay. 


April  20. 

Our  troops  penetrated  the  French  main  position  at  Croix  des 
Carmes. 

French  airmen  dropped  bombs  on  Kandern  and  Lorrach  (Baden). 

Russian  airmen  dropped  boml)s  on  Insterburg. 

The  English  fishing  trawler  "Vanilla"  sunk  by  a  German  sul)- 
marine. 

Seeheim  and  Keetmannshoop  occupied  by  troops  of  the  South 

African  Union. 


April  21. 

French   attacks   at    Flirey,    Metzeral  and  Sondernach   repulsed. 
German  airmen  droj)  bombs  on  Amiens  and  Bialystok. 
Renewed  air-attacks  attempted  ])y  the  French  on  Lorrach. 
A  British  submarine  sunk  in  the"  German  Biglit  (North  Sea)  in 
cause  of  an  attack  on  several  submarines. 

4,000  Indians  attacked  English  troops  at  Schabkads  on  18th  April. 
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April  22. 

Secretary  of  State  Bryan  in  answer  to  a  aiemoranditni  sent  by 
tlie  German  Ambassador  Graf  Bcrnstorff  stated  that  an  embargo  on 
ammunition  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America  would  be 
a  violation  of  neutrality. 

The  British  Admiralty  issues  an  official  proclamation  stating 
tliat  shipping  between  Holland  and  England  will  be  temporarily 
suspended. 

April  23. 

Our  troops  effected  a  crossing  of  the  Yser  Canal  at  Steenstraate. 
Langemarck,  Steenstraate,  Het  Sas  and  Pilkem  captured. 

The  German  fleet  ci'uising  in  the  North  Sea,  advanced  as  far 
as  English  waters  without  meeting  any  British  naval  forces. 

The  Landungskorps  of  the  "P^mden"  ("Ayesha"  crew)  arrived 
iu  Lidd  on  27th  JVIarch,  having  suffered  severe  losses  owing  to  an 
attack,  which  a  band  of  Arabs,  bribed  by  the  English,  had  carried  out. 


April  24. 

Lizerne,  West  of  the  Ypres  Canal,  stormed.  English  and  French 
attacks  at  Ypres  are  thwarted.  2,470  prisoners,  35  guns,  and 
numerous  machine  guns  captured. 

Kenewed  French  attacks    between  the  Meuse  and  the  Moselle. 

State  Secretary  von  Tirjntz  celebrates  his  50th  anniversary  in 
State  Service. 

The  English  fishing  trawler  "Saint  Lawrence"  and  the  Russian 
steamer  "Fi-ack"  sunk  by  German  submarines. 


April  25. 

Further  success  i-eported  from  Ypres.  The  farm  Solaert  as  well 
as  St.  Julleu  and  Kersselaere  taken  by  storm.  Victorious  advance 
towards  Grafenstafel.  1,000  English  taken  prisoners  and  several 
machine  guns  captured.  Enemy  counter-attacks  repulsed  with  heavy 
losses. 

On  the  heights  of  the  Meuse  to  the  South-West  of  Combres, 
the  French  suffered  a  heavy  defeat.  24  enemy  officers,  1,600  men, 
and   1 7  guns  captured. 

Fresh  success  achieved  l)y  our  Allies  in  the  Orawa  valley.  The 
Ostry  height  taken  by  assault. 

From  the  air  war.  29  bombs  were  dropped  on  the  railway 
point  Bialystok,  as  a  reprisal  for  the  Russian  bombs  dropped  on 
Neidenbnrg. 

From  the  suhmarine  war.  Renter  reports  that  three  British 
fishing  trawlers  were  sunk  by  our  submarines. 
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April  26. 


Fig[iting  continues  at  Ypres.  The  numher  of  the  captured  guns 
has  increased  to  45,  inchisive  the  4  heavy  English  ones.  Tlie  entire 
number  of  prisoners  amounts  to  5,000. 

In  the  Champagne  to  the  North  of  Beau  Sejour,  French  night 
attacks  were  repulsed.  On  the  Meuse  heights  several  hills  taken  l)v 
assault — in  the  Vosges,  the  Hartmaunsweilerkopf  recaptured.  11  offi- 
cers, 749  men,  6  mine  throvvei's,  and  4  machine  guns  captured. 

In  the  Carpathians,  tlie  Russians  forced  to  make  a  hasty  retreat 
at  the  Uzsok  Pass.  On  the  pursuit  carried  out  by  our  Allied, 
26  trenches  occupied  and  a  quantity  of  war  booty  captured. 

Enemy  attacks  at  tlie  Dardanelles  by  water  and  land  repulsed 
(on  25th). 

April  27. 

Violent  English  attacks  directed  against  oui-  new  lines  in  Fliuiders 
collapsed  under  our  fire,  the  enemy  suffering  exceptionally  heav}^  losses. 

Continued  progress  on  the  Meuse  Heights — all  enemy  attacks 
against  the  Hartmannsweilei'kopf  failed. 

At  the  Dardanelles,  the  enemy's  attempts  to  land  troops  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Sighindere  and  in  the  coast  district  to  the  West  of 
Kaba  Tepe  were  completely  forced  back  by  Turkish  troops,  the 
enemy  suffering  very  heav\^  losses. 

From  the  submarine  war.  The  French  armoured  cruiser  "Leon 
Gambetta"  torpedoed  at  night  by  an  Austrian  submarine.  Part  of 
the  crew  rescued  hy  Italian  ships.  Another  fishing  lioat  torpedoed 
in  the  North  Sea  b}^  a  German   submarine. 

April  28. 

We  succeeded  in  maintaining  our  new  positions  in  Flanders 
in  spite  of  renewed  enemy  attacks,   which  collapsed  in  our  fire. 

In  the  Champagne,  a  considerable  group  of  French  fortifications 
to  the  North  ofLejNIesnii,  captured  and  consolidated.  60  uninjured 
French,  4  machine  guns,  and  13  mine  throwers  captured. 

To  the  North-East  and  East  of  Suwalki,  we  captured  Russian 
positions  on  a  front  of  20  kilometres. 

At  the  Dardanelles  renewed  enemy  attempts  against  Kaba  Tepe 
and  to  the  South  Coast  of  Gallipoli  repulsed. 

In  the  Caucasus,  Russian  night  attacks  directed  against  Turkish 
outposts  to  the  North  of  INIilo  repulsed. 

April  29. 

Enemy  attacks  on  our  positions  at  Steenstraate  and  Het  Sas 
as  well  as  on  our  right  wing  to  the  East  of  the  Yser  Canal,  failed. 
The  number  of  enemy  guns,  which  we  captured  to  the  North  of 
Ypres,  has  increased  to  63. 
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On  the  Mease  Heights  to  the  Sotith  East  of  Vei'dun,  our 
ipositions  were  pushed  ibrward  some  liundi-cd  metres. 

In  the  Kast,  the  village  o("  Kavvale  and  a  Hill  to  the  South, 
taken.  A  Russian  point  d'nppui  captured  at  Daciiowo.  A  Russian 
-night  attack  against  our  positions  in  the  Opor  vallej'^  repulsed. 


April  30. 

In  Flanders,  the  bridge-heads  at  Steenstraatc  and  Het  Sas  are 
firmly  held  by  our  troops.  In  the  Champagne,  tiie  position  wliich 
we  captured  to  the  North  of  IMesnil  consolidated  and  maintained 
by  our  troops  against  enemy  attacks,  as  well  as  all  other  ca[)tin'cd 
positions  in  the  West.  The  entire  losses  of  tlie  French  sustained 
■during  the  fighting  on  the  Meuse  Heights  from  24th — 2Sth  April 
amount  to  43  officers  and  4,000  men. 

In  Russia,  our  advanced  troops  have  reached  the  railway  line 
Dimaburg  Libau  on  a  broad  front.  Russian  attacks  collapsed  at 
Kahvarja,  suflering  heavy  losses.  Renewed  violent  night  attacks 
repulsed  by  our  Allied  in  the  Orawa  and  Opor  valley. 

Fro)ii  the  air  tear.  The  coast  defence  Harwich,  on  the  English 
East   Coast,  supplied  with   (icrman  bombs. 


German  Soldiers'  Letters 

published    in    the    press   by  the    soldiers'   parents   and   relations 

1.  From  the  Western  Theatre  of  War. 
The  Bath-Train  on  the  Battlefield. 

Dear  Karl, 

1  hope  you  got  my  last  letters  witli  all  news.  To-day  I  -will 
tell  you  of  something,  of  which  I  am  sure  you  have  not  already 
heard. 

The  bath-train  is  one  of  the  newest  of  the  many  admirable 
arrangements,  which  the  army  administration  has  made  for  the 
comfort  of  o»u-  warriors.  One  of  these  trains  arrived  for  the  first 
time  at  tlie  theatre  of  operations  of  the  .  .  .  army  and  caused  general 
admiration  and  excitement  among  the  troops.  The  Director  of  this 
train  is  a  ccnnpatriot  of  ours,  the  wellknown  scientist  and  archaeolo- 
liical  Director  from  AVih-ttemberi!;,  I'rofessoi-  Goessler:  the  inventor 
and  builder  of  this  moveable  bathing  institute  is  also  a  Swabian, 
Engineer  Zimmermann  from  Nurtingen.  Latter,  who  is  in  a  field 
telegraph  section,  improvised  the  train  in  four  weeks,  assisted  by 
six  men,  who  had  been  at  tlie  front,  and  in  spite  of  this  short  space 
of  time,  brought  it  to  such  j)crfection,  as  is  proved  by  the  number 
of  shower  baths  that  can  be  had  in  one  day  (900).  You  will  under- 
stand that  I  cannot  ex])lain  all  the  different  usefid  and  technical 
ari-angements.  Besides  the  shower  baths,  there  is  a  space  allotted 
for  Avarm  baths  with  hot  and  cold  showei'S  for  officei-s. 

The  ti'ain  consists  of  a  Belgian  locomotive,  which  has  been 
characteristically  named  '^Nixe""  (Nym])h),  an  IS  cbm.  water  tank 
carriage,  taken  irom  a  French  distillery,  three  Belgian  goods  carriages, 
which  have  been  transformed  into  so  many  clean  shower  compart- 
ments, and  a  passengers  carriage,  which  serves  as  a  di-essing  room 
with  separate  compartments.  Finally  the  service  cai'riage,  which 
offers  a  warlike  and  modest  abode  for  the  professor  and  engineej-, 
as  well  as  their  attendants.  The  whole  train  is  heated  throughout 
l)y  steam. 

The  commander  of  the  place  had  hardly  communicated  the 
arrival  of  the  "Nixe"  and  her  suite  to  the  troops,  who  wei'e  en- 
joving  two  days'  rest  here  fi-om  the  trenches,  or  lying  in  leadiness, 
wiien  the  first  troop  of  bathers  started  to  take  ad\'antage  of  the 
situation.  Our  Archaeologist  has  the  men  advance  in  two  rows, 
divides  them  into  groups  accoi'ding  to  the  space  in  the  dressing- 
rooms  and    after   a   few   minutes  about  4.5  very  fieldgrey  "Adams" 
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lioj)  into  tlie  shower  carriages,  wliich  are  coupled  sometliiag  like  a. 
D-Ziig  (Corridor  train).  The  intervening  spaces  are  nicely  screened 
off.  The  men  take  their  places  under  the  showers,  which  are  arranged 
in  douhle  rows,  and  just  have  time  to  admire  the  clean  white  enamel 
of  the  walls  and  ceiling  and  the  clean  wooden  grating  under  their 
feet,  Avhen  the  hath  attendant  gives  the  mechanic  a  sign  hy  pressing 
an  electric  bell.  Water  of  a  temperature  of  38°  now  flows  freely 
for  one  minute,  after  which  it  is  turned  off  for  2  minutes,  during 
which  the  process  of  soaping  is  gone  through,  and  at  the  end  the 
shower  is  turned  on  for  three  minutes,  not  without  many  a  merry, 
and  now  and  then  sti'ong  ex})ression  being  heard.  The  single  phases 
of  the  bathing  have  been  tried  and  found  sufficient;  in  three  days 
2.500  men  could  be  freed  from  their  winter  crust  contracted  in  the 
intrenchments. 

How  much  this  arrangement  is  appreciated,  can  be  seen  bv  the 
C(mtented  grins  on  many  a  bearded  warrior's  countenance,  or  ex- 
pressions such  as:  "That  was  the  best  of  the  whole  war,"  or  "I 
had  begun  to  think  tliat  J  should  have  to  bring  home  all  the  dirt 
of  the  last  eight  months."  Up  to  this,  the  troops  in  the  halting- 
stations  (Etappenorte)  were  the  only  ones,  who  could  now  and 
then  enjoy  a  bath;  but  the  bath  train  fulfills  a  pressing  hygienic 
need  of  the  trooj)S  in  the  real  front,  bringing  them  comfort^  which 
is  greatly  appreciated. 

Now  the  bath  train  has  left  for  the  next  station  situated  at  a 
distance  of  6  kilometres,  and  already  many  are  looking  forward  to 
its  next  visit  here,  which  will  l)e  in  three  weeks.  Then  our  pro- 
fessor will  again  begin  his  fight  against  the  "Patina,"  of  which  he 
is  a  great  enemy  in  warfare;  it  is  only  in  civil  life  and  in  an 
archpeological  direction  that  he  finds  the  existence  of  patina  justified. 

Heartiest  greatings  from  your  brother  Fritz. 

.  (ScJncuhischer  Merknr,  March    '.>(),  1915.) 


A  Captured  Copy  of  the  "Morning  Post." 

My  deai-  parents, 

After  several  Ikmu's  fighting  we  took  possession  of  one  of  the 
enemy's  entrenchments  yestei-dny,  in  which  1  found  a  ••Morning  Post" 
of  3rd  Api'il,  lying  on  the  ground,  and  as  soon  as  we  had  time,  1  be- 
gan to  de\our  its  contents.  To  my  great  astonishment  1  came  across 
an  article,  which  siu'prised  me  so  nuich  that  at  first  I  thought  1  did 
not  see  aright. 

As  I  suppose  that  you  only  see  English  newspapers  rarely  or 
by  chance,  I  herewith  send  a  translation  of  the  article  in  (piestion :  * 

*  The  original  copy  of  "Morning  Post"  is  not  at  our  disposal.  Above 
is  ca  translation  from  the  German,  but  as  date  is  given,  those  interested  can 
compare  with  copy  Srd  April    1915. 
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A   cei'taiu  W.  F.  P.  Stockton    from   C'oi'k,    writes    to    the    cditoi- 
of  the  "[Moniing  Post'": 

••On  22011  ]\hu'cli,  ;i  surgeon  wrote  to  you  of  men  ;uul 
Avomcn  tliat  were  mui-derecl  and  i-eierred  to  the  molt  and 
confusion  in  Munich  at  tlie  time  that  war  was  dechnred. 
For  anybody,  who  was  in  Municli  at  that  time  and  for 
many  weeks  aftcrwai'ds.  tliis  appeal's  to  he  an  absohitcly 
distorted  way  of  deahng,  speaking,  and  tliinking  .  .  .  Munich 
was  a  (piiet  town  hist  August.  The  genei-al  feeUng  was 
that  of  depression.  Tliere  was  no  mob  to  molest  one.  be- 
cause according  to  oni'  ideas,  there  was  no  mob  tliere.  All 
the  placards  posted  uj)  at  street  corners,  whether  of  victory 
or  defeat,  were  i-ead  (luietly.  The  soldiers  and  the  recruits 
from  the  connti-y  sang  ■■  V^olkslieder ""  (folks  songs)  when 
on  the  march;  they  were  not  followed  by  any  crowd,  no 
screaming  women  were  to  l)e  seen  and  there  a})peared  to 
be  no  drunken  soldiers.  Wherever  the  ti-oops  passed  by. 
the  w^omen  stood  still  looking  after  them  and  thiidving  of 
"their  poor  wives  and  children.'" 

T  sjjeak  as  a  British  subject,    who  had    to  register    at 
the  Pohce  Station,    but  after  the  iirst   time  was    dispensed 
fi-om  reporting,  and  who  had  full  liberty  to  wander  round 
— either    on  foot  or  with  the  I'ailway — among  the  hills  of 
Oberammergau  and  at  that  tune  all  British  subjects  enjoyed 
the    same    amount    of   libei-ty.     Nobody  was   interned,    nor 
molested,  as  far  as  I  know,  not  even  criticized.    Whoever 
wishes    to    know     the    truth    for    the    sake    of   unfortunate 
Europe  or  from   higher  and  holier  interests,  need  but  write 
to  the  British  ('hai)lain.  who  was  or  is  in  Munich,  or  to  the 
American  Chaplain,  or  any  of  the  well-known  Americans  there, 
or  to  a  celebrated  French  scientist,  whose  name  1  can  give. 
He  continues  his  studies  ])eacefully  in  the  Munich  libraries. 
I   could  even   give  the  names"  of  at  least  half  a  dozen 
Anglo-Bavarians,  some  of  whom  considered  England's  De- 
claraticm   of  War  on  Germany  as  wrong,  and  othei'S.  who 
were  heart  and  soul  \\  ith  England.     No  matter  what  their 
political  ideas,  all  will  express  their  astonishment  at  persons, 
who,  carried  away  1)y  ])assion  or  rage,  or  in  vulgar  thought- 
lessness and  want  of  judgment,  express  sentiments,  which 
make  this  poor  world  still    poorer  and  shame  us  all."  . 
The  above  extract  is  I'casonable  and  creditible  and  it  is  a  pl(>asure 
to  know  that  there  arc  still  some  decent  [teojile  among  the  English, 
who  are  not  afraid  of  owning  to  the  truUi.     I  am  (piite  well  on  the 
whole.    The  enemy  constantly   attacks,  but  without  success.     On   the 
contrary:   Our  counter-attacks  have  been  very  siiccessful.    Let  us  hope 
that  there  will  soon  be  peace  and  we  shall  all  see  each   other  liajipy 
4igain.  As  ever  your    devoted  son 

Kai'l. 
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The  Blind  Shell. 

Erich  Oeptcrheld  in  the  "•  ISciliiier  Taiichlalt'''  describes  an 
interestin<;-  war  episode,  from   whicii  we  take  tlie  f()llowin<;-: 

The  troo])S  returned  to  their  billets  in  the  village  al'tei-  a  small 
skirmish.  About  12  men  are  in  the  room  ni'  ;i  one-storied  house. 
It  is  still  too  early  ibr  sleej)  and  the  next  daj-  is  free.  So  the  men 
sit  round  the  table,  tellin;u,  each  other  stories  over  their  pipes  and 
try  to  warm  themselves  with  hot  diinks.  The  i-oom  is  .meajierly 
liiihted  by  a  peti'oleum  lamp.  They  make  a  fire  in  tlie  iron  stove 
that  is  set  in  the  corner,  and  very  soon  the  room  is  warm,  cosy 
and  full  of  tobacco  smoke.  The  thunder  of  the  cannons  resounds 
from  a  distance,  resembling  the  asthmatic  sounds  of  an  enormous 
hautboy.  Tlie  men  are  gay  and  glad  to  be  in  warm  shelter,  and 
their  humour  im])roves  with  every  minute.  Suddenly,  in  the  midst 
of  the  warriors"  laughtei-,  an  almost  antediluvian  din  arises.  The 
men  jump  u|)  alarmed.  It  seems  as  if  all  the  beams  were  bursting 
and  not  a  stone  of  the  house  could  remain  in  its  place.  The  next 
moment  the  ceiling  opens  and  a  grenade  whizzes  into  the  room. 
An  enormous  beam  is  hanging  and  swings  threateningly  above  their 
heads.  Dead  silence  reigns — the  laughter  and  chatter  have  been 
stilled  as  if  l)y  magic.  Then  confused  and  hoi'rified  the  screams 
of  the  soldici'S,  some  of  whom  have  been  slightly  wounded,  can  be 
heard:  '-Take  care!"'  ....  "•gi'enades!"  ....  All  around  is 
smoke  and  dust,  and  eveiyone  rushes  to  the  dooi'.  A  sergeant,  who 
in  his  confusion  had  taken  hold  of  the  lamj),  stands  at  the  half 
bai-ricaded  door,  as  the  last.  These  i'ew  seconds  had  seemed  to 
him  like  eternity.  Not  far  from  him  luider  the  swinging  beam,  the 
"reiuule  had  fallen.  He  stares  at  it  ...  .  now,  now.  now  .... 
he  heai'S  noise  and  screaming  as  if  from  afar,  and  in  the  next  moment 
feels  a  tug  at  his  aim  and  is  dragged  out.  For  a  long  time  he 
remained  standing,  completely  dazed,  anumg  his  conu'ades,  who  are 
all  astonished  that  they  are  still  alive.  The  shell  will  not  explode. 
'■'•That  was  a  blind  shell"  somebody  says  in  a  weak  voice.  "This 
time  we  had  a  hickv  esca})el '*  Then  thev  stood  silentl_v  and  pressed 
each  others  hands.  They  all  felt  that  death  had  been  among  them, 
and   it  seemed  as  though  its  shadow  still  haunted  them. 

(Silddeufsche  Zcitung,  March  2S,  191'}.) 

In  the  Witches'  Cauldron. 

In   an   intrcnchment,  near  Reims, 
the  "Witches"  Cauldron,""   25.  2.  15. 

^I\    dear  Gei'man   Boys, 

That  was  on    loth  September. 

For  36  hours,  the  French  had  threatened  our  1)i-ave  Landwehr. 
Five  times  they  attacked  the  enti-enchments — and  live  times  the 
attack    collapsed    under    our    fire,    like    the    waves    breaking  against 
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tlie  rocks.  The  rrround  in  front  was  covered  with  corpses  and 
whereever  our  splendid  machine  g^uns  could  shoot,  there  the  red 
breeches  lay,  whole  rows  mown  down.  1  counted  28  dead  myself 
at  one  spot. 

The  evenino-  of  the  second  dav  of  battle  came  on.  Thank 
God!  For  it  announced  the  ajjproach  of  night,  wiiich  meant  a  few 
liours  rest.  Hark  I — the  sliootinu;  grows  louder  and  louder.  The 
bullets  fall  in  thousands,  like  a  violent  shower  of  hail,  accompanied 
by  shells  and  shrapnells. 

A  fighting  ordonnance  comes  out  of  the  entrenchment,  his 
Jielmet  is  on  the  back  of  his  head,  and  with  the  l)ack  of  his  hand 
-he  wipes  the  sweat  from  his  brow. 

"•  Brigadefiihrer  ? ' ' 

"Here!"' 

"A  report  from  the  left  section,  the  French  are  again  attacking 
and  the  Major  recpiests  reinforcements,  as  we  have  suffered 
enormous  losses."" 

The  General  nods  assent.  A  moment  later,  two  companies 
])roceed  to  the  support.  We  sit  there  in  silence,  all  around  us  the 
noise  of  Hell.  The  grenades  whizz  iiito  the  wood.  The  slope 
under  cover  of  which  the  reserves  are  lyiug,  at  least  provides  some 
shelter.  There — fire — smoke — filth — a  dreadful  din — we  are  almost 
deafened.  A  shell  has  exploded  at  about  20  stejjs  from  us.  Groans! 
It  has  hit  the  dressing  tent.  Poor  fellows!  As  I  said  before,  it  is 
like  Hell.  The  "Witches'  Cauldron""  was  the  name,  which  we  gave 
the  glen  later  on.  1  sit  beside  my  Brigadier  (Jeneral,  Exzellenz 
•Graf  Vitzthum.  Neither  of  us  speaks  a  word,  the  bursting  of  the 
grenades  makes  all  speech  impossible,  the  earth  trembles,  and  ^ve 
have  a  humming  in  our  ears.  Again  an  ordonnance  appears :  '-The 
enemy  has  advanced  to  ^vithin  300  metres,  the  right  section  asks 
for  reinforcements."' 

Exzellenz  nods  again.  Two  c(unpanies — the  last.  If  they 
•cannot  fill  up  the  gap,  then  we  arc  lost. 

"Heidemarck:"' 

'^  Exzellenz  !"■ 

''Ride  over  to  the  division!  Say  that  1  want  the  battalion  that 
they  have  at  their  disposition,  to  march  here.  Tell  them  of  our 
plight!  God  be  with  you."'  ]n  silence  wc  shake  hands.  Below 
my  horse  is  standing  (juite  ready,  my  faithful  servant  wants  to 
accompany  me.  Nobody  is  to  come  with  me;  straight  across  the 
fields,  of  which  the  enemy  commanded  a  full  view!'  No!  Then  a 
small  circuit  through  the  wood. 

In  the  meantime  1  had  come  full  under  the  shower  of  bullets. 
Goodness,  how  they  whizz  and  hum!  Tjuh!  Tjuh!  Here  a 
branch  has  been  shot  off.  Fjiih — tac!  Now  a  trunk  is  hit,  so 
that  the  bark  splashes  about  like  water. 

But  the  red  breeches  over  beyond  aim  badl} ,  very  badly,  the 
. Iiullets  prove  this.     They    are    meant  for  our  rilles  in  front,  and  it 
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is  here  they  falL  Prrrtl  Another  one  has  just  past  my  ear.  A 
keyholei'.  these  rehouiulcrs  are  the  worst!  Tliey  cause  \vouiids  so 
large,  that  you  can  ])ut  your  hand  in.  D  .  .  .  I  Now  it  grows 
better.  ShrapnelLs!  Hui — i — i!  Tlie  buhets  and  Httle  bad  balls 
I'all  on  the  sand  to  the  right  and  left  of  me,  one  e\en  hitting  nic 
in  the  back — but  it  falls  down  without  any  effect,  the  explosive 
Avas,  luckily  for  me.  too  high.  1  continue  through  the  wood,  and 
^v•hen  the  trees  get  thicker  and  higher,  put  tlie  spurs  to  mv  horse 
and  start  off  at  n  full  gallop.  INly  black  mare  knows  what  depends 
on  her  speed  and  goes  for  all  she  is  worth.  1  have  to  kee[)  bent 
.so  that  the  branches  do  not  drag  ofl"  my  helmet.  In  a  few  minutes 
1  have  arrived  at  an  oj)en  space,  and  as  1  turn  in  my  saddle,  can 
see  our  position  with  the  pretty  clouds  of  siher,  caused  by  exploding 
shrapnells  and  the  dust  and  mud  blown  into  the  air  by  the  bursting 
grenades.  And  behind  the  French  entrenchments  the  glow  of 
buniing  villages  and  fai-ms.     The  whole  horizon  is  red. 

I  proceed,  and  again  come  into  tlie  wood,  which  after  a  lew 
minutes,  again  grows  thin.  1  can  sec  the  hill  l)ehind  which  the 
village  is  situated,  where  the  reserves  arc.  I  start  to  gallop  again 
•and  that  was  my  salvation. 

Five  Frenchmen  blocic  my  wa\'  ^vith  pointed  rilles:  '' Halte, 
•Qui  vivel!" 

I  give  my  mare  the  whip  and  scream  at  the  jtatrol: 

"'En  avant!     En   avantl     Mille  tonncrrcsV 

And — imagine,  the  fellows  arc  taken  in.  1  have  come  through, 
lun-rahl 

The  corporal  comes  after  me  screaming:  "Heini    Pas  comprisV 

1  turn  a  little  in  the  saddle  and  laughing  gaily  call  out  once 
more:  "En  avantl  En  avant!  Mart  de  ma  vie!"  They  then  set 
down  their  guns  as  rhey  did  not  quite  understand  the  situation. 
Owing  to  the  twilight,  they  could  not  distinguish  my  uniform  and 
then  the  whole  affair  \va's  over  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  1  laughed 
for  joy  that  my  ruse  had  succeeded  and  proceeded  on  my  errand. 

But  then  I  saw  a  wire  fence  just  l)efore  me,  more  than  a 
meti'e  high,  the  edges  of  the  field  arc  fenced  in  with  same  to  pi'cvent 
"the  rabbits  doing  too  nnich  damage. 

Jump? — Too  late!  INIy  animal  rushes  against  this  at  full  galloji 
— and,  as  if  by  a  miracle,  clears  it,  landing  on  her  knees — but  a 
•chuck  at  the  bridle  ])uts  her  on  her  feet  again. 

Hurrah!  Now  the  ^vay  leads  through  bi-ushwood  and  young 
birches,  the  twigs  brush  against  my  face  and  hands,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  1  i-each  the  high  road  and  see  my  goal,  tlie  village,  lying 
hefore  me.  1  can  hardly  bring  my  mare  to  gallo[)  again,  but  at 
hist  I  i-each  the  first  houses — at  a  short  distance  the  triangular 
Division's    pennon    is    flying — I    slip    from    my    hoi'se,    throwing  the 

reins    to    one    of    tlie    outposts and    two  ininutes  later,  the 

a'cserves  were  on  the  march. 
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Wc  kept  (lui-  position,  and  as  a  icwai'd  I'm-  having-  brouglit  tip- 
llu"  battalion  in  time,  1  was  decorated  with  the  Iron  Cross.  Boys» 
Just  tliink  how  jjroud  1  ami  One  oi'  the  lirst  six  in  the  l)i'igadc 
to  get  it.  1  liad  to  ride  a  ]>atrol  one  day,  and  on  my  return  i'ound 
ihc   Iron    Cross    awaiting    me.      Ynu     can     iancy     iiow    ghid  1     was.. 

(RudolsUkUcr  Zeitung,  March  29,  1915.) 
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Neuve-Chapelle. 

( )ne  of  the  jiarticipants  in   the  lighting  at  iXeuve-ChajDcUe   lOlli 
to    13th  March,   wriies   tlie  following: 

Some   Indians^  who  Iiad  come   over  to  ns  a  few  days 

before,  niade  statements  as  to  the  possibility  of  an  English  attack. 
It  is  remarkable  that  tlicv  did  not  emi)luy  any  Indian  troops 
this  time  for  the  assault  itself.  Perhaps  it  was  only  a  trick  of  tin' 
English  that  they  allowed  the  "Jo  Indians  to  come  over,  so  as  to 
lead  us  astray  as  to  their  real  intentions.  On  lUth  INlarch,  at  8*30  a.  ni. 
a  fearful  cannonade  was  suddenly  setup  by  about  250  or  300  guns, 
the  noise  and  din  being  woi'sc  than  anything,  which  I  had  ex[)e- 
rienced  during  the  whole  campaign.  The  earth  appeared  to  heave 
and  it  was  as  if  hell  had  broken  loose.  It  ^vas  impossible  to  distin- 
guish the  difference  l)ct\vecn  the  firing  off  or  the  ex])l()sion  of  shells. 
All  that  one  heai-d  was  the  miglily.  hideous,  burst  of  noise,  which 
alwavs  seemed  to  increase. 

After  a  short  time,  the  positions  of  our  .  .  .  battalion  and  that 
of  the  adjacent  ritle  ])attalioii  \vere  l)ut  a  heap  of  ruins,  it  was  ini- 
])0ssible  to  tiiink  of  anv  defence,  as  no  resei'ves  could  be  l)rouglit 
uj),  as  all  paths,  hedges,  and  houses  were  covered  by  the  enemy 
fii'C.  The  I'^nglish  ke[)l.  up  this  enormous  gun  lire  during  the  \\  hole 
dav.  it  lieiiig  most  violent  until  11-30  a.m.  It  would  not  be 
over-estimating  the  number  of  shots  tired  ott"  l»y  the  English  during- 
these  three  mornings  at  40,000  to  oO,000,  without  including  the 
ammunition  used  bv  them  dui'ing  the  afternoon.  It  is  worthy  of 
attention  that  these  showers  of  grenades  and  shrapnells  pai-tly  from 
heavy  ship  guns,  were  principally  directed  towards  the  section  held 
bv  the  two  above  named  battalions,  which  held  the  foremost  po- 
sitions. It  is  correct,  that  Neuve-Chapelle,  which  we  had  taken  on 
■i6th  October,  had  to  be  ])artly  evacuated.  But  only  the  foremost 
trenches,  to  a  de[)th  oi'  two  kilometres.  That  was  the  success, 
which  the  lOnglish  regulars  achieved  but  only  at  a  very  high  price, 
as  they  were  almost  decimated  by  our  ti'oops.  A\'e  have  lead  the 
Anglo-Fi'ench  '-official"  I'eports  of  Neuve-Chai)elle  and  shaken  with 
laughter  at  their  official  lies.  Our  official  i-C|)ort  of  the  fighting  at. 
Neu\e-Cha])elle  is  absolutely  correct.  These  poor  French,  how- 
astonished  they  will   be,  when   they  learn  the  whole  truth  I 

(^txdtamciyer  dcr  Kolnl-schen  ZcKjiik/.  April  III,  J 9 !.'>.) 
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Bavarian  Heroism. 

(A  Company  Leader's  Report.) 

After  several  days  bitter  fighting,  oiir^il)rigade  had  succeeded 
in  clearing  the  valley  of  S  ....  as  far  as  M  .  .  .  .  of  the  enemy, 
but  they  slill  held  the  fi'ontier  pass  between  French  and  German 
Alsace. 

Dee]),  well-fortified  trenches  straggle  along  the  whole  mountain 
ridge,  while  enemy  batteries  are  hidden  in  well-chosen  positions, 
ready  to  do  their  murderous  work.  The  French  consider  their  po- 
sitions impregnable.  But  oiir  brave  Bavarians  do  not  know  this 
word.  Under  the  burning  August  sun  they  advance  with  incom- 
parable and  reckless  courage  against  the  iieights.  A  French  captain 
said  to  me  afterwards  influent  German:  "If  1  had  such  soldiers  as 
you,  in  my  position,  yoii  would  never  have  come  up."  And  I  quite, 
believe  him,  for  each  of  our  brave  fieldgreys  is  a  hei'o.  Even  if 
great  deeds  cannot  be  done  by  each  one  individually,  still,  we  have 
changed  our  oj)inions  long  ago  as  to  the  fact  that  the  single  imit 
is  not  noticeable  in  tliese  days  of  massed  armies. 

During  the  coui'se  of  this  war,  I  have  been  witness  of  deeds, 
carried  out  with  such  couiage  and  heroism  by  simple  Reserve  and 
Landwehr-men,  who  have  left  wives  and  children  at  home — deeds, 
I  repeat,  which  desers'e  to  be  graven  in  golden  letters  in  the  book 
of  history.  And  whenever  I  recall  the  24th  August,  the  day  on 
which  we  stormed  the  Pass,  1  rejnember  the  gallant  Reserve-man 
of  the  1.  Company  of  our  Battalion,  Jakob  Zimmermann  from  Niirn- 
berg,  Leyherstrafie  145,  who  aloile,  at  a  distance  of  80  m.  from  the 
French  trenches,  with  i'our  of  his  con)rades  lying  dead  around  him, 
offered  brave  resistance  to  the  enemy.  The  thicket  of  the  wood, 
which  would  have  afforded  some  shcltei'.  was  in  the  reai',  but  his 
position  was  behind  a  little  heap  of  earth,  which  afforded  but  small 
cover,  abont  a  hundred  meters  off  the  Ici't  wing  of  his  Company. 
From  my  position  I  could  observe  clearly,  how  the  P'rench  took 
him  to  task.  But  what  did  that  matter  to  him?  Should  he  hurry 
back  to  the  thicket?  Not  likely  I  His  Company  is  to  advance  and 
storm  the  height  I  And  bullet  for  bullet,  each  of  them  well-aimed, 
is    sent   across  to  the  enemy  trenches. 

Suddenly  I  noticed  that  the  brave  fellow  turned  from  the  enemy 
stationed  opposite  him.  and  took  aim  at  a  wood,  which  was  situated 
a  little  to  the  left.  A  French  officer  with  60  men  had  proceeded  from 
this  place  to  occupy  a  trench  which  liad  been  prepared  and  com- 
manded our  left  flank.  No  sooner  had  I  grasped  the  danger,  which 
threatened  our  Company,  than  I  see  the  French  leader,  hit  by  one 
of  our  brave  comrade's  Indlets,  sink  to  the  ground.  Most  of  the 
French  turn  tail,  only  a  few  of  them  advance  without  a  leader 
towai'ds  the  position.  Fi'om  there  they  ()j)en  a  violent  quick  fire 
at  close  range  on  the  solitary  Bavarian.  He  answers  with  a  few 
bullets,  but  cannot  hold  out  long  under  such  fire.     I    see    his    head 
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fall  to  earth,  just  as  I  advance  to  the  assault  with  our  hattalion. 
As  soon  as  we  had  taken  the  enemy  positions  on  tlie  whole  line, 
and  sent  a  few  rounds  of  lead  after  the  tleeing  French,  I  went  to 
see  what  had  hecome  of  the  brave  fellow,  who  had  saved  our  left 
Hank.  1  found  him  lying  unconscious  with  a  shattered  arm,  the 
red  blood  llowing  copiously  from  his  hips  and  thighs. 

When  he  regained  consciousness  that  evenina;  in  the  ambulance 

hospital  at  M ,  his  wounds  had  been  carefully  bandaged;  but 

medical  science  could  not  save  his  arm,  it  had  to  be  amputated. 
Not  long  ago  I  met  this  hero  in  the  gari-ison,  decorated  with  the 
Gold  Medal  for  Bravery.  I  asked  after  his  health  and  endeavoured 
to  comfort  him  for  the  loss  of  his  arm.  But  with  brightly  l)eaming 
eyes  he  replied:  "•!  did  not  mind  losing  it  for  my  fatherland,  and 
if  I  cannot  follow  my  calling  anymore,  there  will  surely  be  some 
nobleminded  person,  who  will  find  occupation  for  us  poor  disabled 
soldiers."  (Casseler  Tagehlatt,  April  21,  1915.) 


2.   From  the  Eastern  Theatre  of  War. 
The  Shelling  of  Ossowiec. 

Tlie  "Konigsberger  Hartungsche  Zeitung"  publishes  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  an  artillery  officer  has  written  to  his  ])arents 
in  Konigsberg: 

It  is  really  revolting  and  almost  incredible,  how  the  Russian 
General  Staff  Reports  lie.  They  do  not  only  distort  facts,  but  in- 
vent most  of  them.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  French  and  English 
reports  are  the  same.  But  of  course  it  is  (juite  clear  that  we  cannot 
officially  contradict  every  silly  statement.  In  tliat  case  tlie  reports 
of  our  Army  Administration  would  be  four  times  as  long  as  they 
are  at  present.  Recently  we  read:  "At  Ossowiec  the  enemy  brought 
up  some  batteries  nearer  to  the  fortress  after  having  recognized 
the  fruitlessness  of  shelling  at  long  range."  The  truth  of  the  mattei' 
is,  that  a  few  batteries  changed  their  positions  forwards,  especially 
one  of  them  did  considerable  damage  to  barracks  that  are  situated 
about  four  kilometres  behind  the  position,  while  hamlets  situated 
at  a  further  distance,  have  also  been  subjected  to  fire.  The  fortress 
itself  had  got  its  share  beforehand.  Is  this  according  to  Russian 
ideas  a  "fruitless  shelling,"  when  the  central  works  have  been  hit 
so  often  that  for  three  days  fire  has  broken  out  at  different  places, 
which  burnt  from  morning  to  evening?  Or  if  for  instance  another 
fort  is  nothing  more  than  a  heap  of  ruins;'  This  is  described  as 
"a  column  that  was  shelled."  Absolute  lies!  Columns  do  not 
come  up  except  under  cover  of  darkness,  or  if  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  during  a  battle  that  they   come    up   behind   the   artillery. 

"Fighting  at  medium  range  was  continued  on  13th  and  14tli, 
until  night  fell,  the  artillery  gaining  great  advantages." 
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Where  do  tliey  kiunv  that  from!'  Tliey  have  seen  nothuig. 
And  the  advantages  exist  purely  in  tlie  imagination.  How  can  it 
he  otherwise  wlien  they  strew  the  wliole  ground  indiscriminately? 
I  could  almost  say  that  on  this  day  we  did  not  lose  a  man  on  tlie 
Avhole  line  heibi'e  tlie  fortress,   to  say  notiiing  of  the  artilleiy. 

"Two  comj)anies  of  Germans  tried  to  approach  the  frozen  Bol)r 
bv  way  of  the  village  of  Goniondz,  but  had  to  retire  suflerinii 
heavy  losses." 

It  is  regrettable  that  I  juust  here  repeat:  "Absolute  lies!"  It 
is  possible  that  some  foreposts  or  patrols  advanced  a  little  further 
in  this  dii-ection,  but  that,  which  the  Russian  report  states,  is 
not  true. 

"In  the  vicinity  of  Ossowiec,  our  spies  disco\ered  some  enemy 
posts  and  brought  them  as  prisoners  to  the  fortress."" 

The  cutting  off  of  listening  ])osts,  which  occurs  now  and  then, 
is  not  an  event  worthy  of  being  mentioned  in  a  General  Staff  Report. 
In  another  report  it  is  stated  that  a  lleet  of  airships  had  tlovvn 
over  the  fortress,  dropping  hundreds  of  boml)s.  Again  aljsolute 
lies  I  The  new  commander  of  the  fortress  appears  to  wish  to  give 
Nikolajewitsch  the  impression,  that  his  post  is  a  particularly  difficult 
one  and  in  this  way  earn    all    the    more    praise    for   his  endurance. 

(Berliner  Lokalanzeiger ,  April  10,  1915.) 


Fighting  at  close  Quarters. 

A  volunteer  from  Casscl,  who  was  severeh'  wounded  in  one 
of  the  battles  in  Russia,  very  soon  after  having  gone  to  the  front, 
describes  his  experiences  in  a  letter  from  a  hospital  in  Johannes- 
burg (East  Prussia)  in  the  following  manner: 

....  After  some  bitterly  cold  days  and  still  worse  nights 
we  arrived  absolutely  worn  out  on  the  evening  of  13th  March 
in  L.  .  .  .,  having  marched  42  kilometres  across  impossible  roads. 
In  the  "Salon"  of  a  remarkably  filthy  peddler's  house,  wliich 
was  burnt  down  by  a  Russian  shell  eight  days  later.  23  of  us 
rested  on  straw,  while  in  the  kitchen,  which  Avas  next  door,  the 
Polish  family  of  12  were  packed  still  lighter  togetiier.  It  was 
Smiday,  the  14th  March,  Divine  Service  was  held  in  the  j)r('tty 
pale-l)hie  wooden  church,  Hanked  on  each  side  witli  two  turi'ets, 
after  which  we  marched  off  to  the  entrenchments.  Latter  extend 
10 — 15  m.  from  the  edge  of  the  opposite  wood,  j)arallel  with  tlie 
Russian  trenches,  that  are  situated  at  about  400  — 1,000  m.  distance 
from  a  bog,  which  is  partly  frozen.  Dug-iii  in  loose,  yellow  sand 
there  are  no  difficulties  about  cleaning  rilles  and  after  some  time 
one  grows  accustomed  to  the  whizz  of  the  Russian  i)ullets.  The 
Russian  troops  opposed  to  us  licre,  are  Sil)erian  regiments  and 
not  to  be  despised,  as  their  forces  are  very  strong.  •  But  our 
positions    are    to    be   held    at   all    costs  I     Two    Russians,    who   fell 
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into  tlie  Jiands  of  fa  oor])Oial.  attncliod  lojtlic  field  kitchens,  who 
had  gone  astray,  said,  that  the  Kiissians  had  planned  an  attack 
towards  midnight.  As  leader  of  tlie  7lh  group,  which  was  told 
off  to  hold  one  of  the  curves  in  our  entrenchment,  I  had  a 
difficult  post;  the  listening  post  which  was  stationed  200  in.  in 
advance  of  our  line  in  an  alder  hush,  1  took  over  lixmi  1  —  3  o'clock. 
A  fine  rain,  sleet  and  snow  accomi)anied  hy  an  icy  wind,  did  not 
enhance  the  comfortahle  place  situated  as  it  was,  400  m.  from  the 
Russian  positioji.  However,  the  night  ]jassed  (piietly.  On  the 
moi'ning  of  the  15tli.  oui'  artillery  set  up  a  li\ely  fire,  and  the 
Russians,  that  could  l)e  seen  fleeing  from  the  dug-outs,  showed 
what  good  work  our  howitzers  had  done  in  the  Russian  enti'cnch- 
ments.  Towards  midday  the  fire  ceased,  and  we  leaders  of  groups 
were  allowed  to  divide  "Liehesgal)en"  among  our  men.  consisting 
of  sausages,  cigars  and  cigarettes. 

Towards  evening  the  weather  cleared  up,  and  now  a  hellish 
noise  was  set  up  liy  our  and  the  Russian  ai'tillery,  which  increased 
with  the  darkness.  "  I  sent  my  men  with  tlie  exception  of  one.  to 
sleep  in  the  dug-out,  although  on  tliis  night  an  attack  could  he 
expected.  But  shortly  after  midnight,  the  fire  halls  and  artillery 
firing  died  away.  The  next  morning,  we  were  to  he  relieved, 
having  had  45  hours  trench  service,  but  it  was  midday  before  we 
againarrived  at  L.  .  .  .  Our  quarters  were  occupied,  and  we  were 
distributed  in  barns  where  we  could  rest.  But  at  5-30  p.m.  we 
were  again  collected,  as  we  had  to  form  reserves.  This  was  a  nice 
surprise!  We  had  to  dig  the  snow  out  of  three  holes  and  lying  on 
the  frozen  ground  covered  with  rugs,  partially  protected  from  the 
snow  by  pieces  of  tent  canvas,  which  we  had  erected,  we  lay  on 
the  alarm,  shivering  and  trembling  with  cold.  AVe  were  so  uncom- 
fortable that  when  the  alarm  was  given  towards  2-30  a.m.,  we 
were  almost  glad.  A  nice  concert  was  going  on.  The  Russians 
had  crawled  on  tOAvards  our  right  wing  and  taken  two  German 
guns.  We  were  to  recaptui-e  them.  The  Russian  search-lights 
flashed  through  the  pine  trees  and  a  few  shrapnells  burst  over  oiir 
heads.  Then  all  was  pitch  dark  again.  "Swarm  out  to  the  left, 
the  road  is  the  right  frontier — foi-wardsl"  That  was  the  command. 
A  man  in  my  group  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  neck,  but  the 
corporal  l)andaged  him  up,  while  oO  steps  in  front  of  us,  thei-e 
was  a  fearful  din.  The  Russians  had  come  into  our  entrenchments. 
We  could  not  open  fire,  as  owing  to  the  darkness  we  would  have 
hit  our  comrades.  The  serjeant  is  shot  in  the  arm.  As  leader  of 
the  grouj),  I  advanced  a  few  ste})S.  climbed  over  a  hill  and  waited 
for  my  men.  No  good,  I  try  to  crawl  back,  but  1  see  the  Russians 
approach,  eight  men  come  forward,  jabbering  words,  which  weie 
unintelligible.  I  opened  the  breech-lock  with  incomparable  sj)eed 
and  fired  off  five  rounds  successfully.  Fovir  of  the  Russians 
stumble,  the  four  otliers  at  my  back.  I  could  feel  the  cold  l)lade 
of  a    bavonet    penetrating    about  4  cm.  labove    my    right    shoulder. 
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some  blows  with  the  Imtt  (Mid  of  gans  finished  me  lAV.  Frcsli 
Russians  stormed  j)ast  and  one  man  hits  me  in  the  face  with  the 
butt  end  of  his  gun.  One  of  tiie  Russians  tries  to  find  vahiables 
and  takes  a  tliree  Mark  piece  out  of  my  purse,  the  nickel  and 
copper  coins  he  puts  back.  Luckily  for  me,  he  did  not  find  my 
watch  and  ring  in  the  dai-kness.  Another  gives  the  impression  of 
wanting  to  spear  me,  but  mostly  the  blades  are  stop])ed  by  my 
ribs.  Some  more  knocks  on  my  helm  and  head,  but  at  last  the 
Russians  have  passed.  By  degrees  light  dawns,  but  the  blood, 
which  lias  llowed  over  my  eyes  and  whole  face,  prevents  mv 
seeing  anything.  I  take  good  care  not  to  move.  Suddanlv 
towards  half  past  five,  the  Russians  begin  to  tlee  wildly.  I  can 
feel  them  stumbling  and  falling  over  me.  At  5-45,  the  first  Ger- 
mans— about  6  o'clock,  one  of  the  aml)ulance  men  di-ags  me  out 
of  the  heap  of  Russians  and  carries  me  to  L.  .  .  .,  where  I  was 
bandaged  and  remained  in  the  ambulance  of  the  Presbytery  until 
the  •24th.  .  .  .  \(Casseler  Allgemeine  Zeitung,  Ajm/  13,  1915.) 


3.  From  the  Fleet. 

Extract  from  the  letters  of  the  Naval  Chaplain  on  Board 

the  "Gneisenau." 

Letters  written  by  the  naval  chaplain  of  the  "Gneisenau," 
Pastor  Hans  Rost,  that  have  now  been  published  in  the  "Daheim, " 
give  a  description  of  the  naval  battle  of  Santa  Maria,  which  is 
imj)erishable  in  the  history  of  [the  [young  German  fleet.  'Ywo  of 
these  letters  are  as  follows: 

My  dear  Parents, 

On  Friday,  the  30th  ( )ctober,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
sighted  the  lights  of  \alparaiso  for  the  first  time  and  then  returned 
in  the  darkness  of  night  to  look  for  the  enemy,  whom  we  had  heard 
was  off  tlie  Chilian  Coast.  Early  on  Sunday  morning,  our  wireless 
got  traces  of  him,  but  it  was  only  towards  4-15  p.  m.  that  we  sigiited 
him.  The  command  had  just  been  given:  "Clear  the  guns  for  the 
night!"  The  same  command  as  was  whistled  down  every  afternoon 
between  4 — 5"15  p.  m.,  when  one  of  the  first  officers  rushed  past 
my  cabin  calling  out:  "Pastor,  there  is  something  doing!  The  English 
are  there!"  It  was  my  neighbour  at  table,  Oberleutnant  Schwede, 
with  whom  I  came  out  just  a  year  ago.  He  had  celebrated  his 
birthday  on  30th  October,  the  speaker  on  this  occasion  wished  him 
the  joy  of  living  to  see  the  great  day,  and  now  the  momentous 
instant  had  arrived.  At  4*50  p.  m..  I  went  to  the  principal  dressing 
station,  where  all  kinds  of  reports  were  alloat.  I  asked — for  up 
to  this  there  had  been  no  time  to  ask — who  and  what  was  coming. 
At  first  the  enemy  turned  tail,  so  as  to  collect — we  after  him  without 
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knowing-  exactly,  how  many  slii]).s  were  helbre  us,  as  all  that  could 
be  seen  was  the  smoke.  At  5-37  p.  m.  I  heard  IVoni  Leutnant  K. 
that  there  are  four  ships  before  us:  ''Good  Hojie. "'  'Olonmouth," 
"•Glasgow,'"  and  "Otranto. '"  From  the  upper  deck  1  could  see  at 
a  distance  of  about  15  kilometi-es,  ])arallel  with  us,  line  ahead  the  four 
ships — first  foui-,  then  thi-ee,  then  two  or  three  small  ones,  and  at 
last  two  high  funnels  (the  auxiliary  cruiser).  At  5-42  p.  m.  1  went 
down  again  and  the  next  moment  heard  the  command:  "Fern- 
gefecht  an  Steuerbord  I "  In  tlic  meantime  it  is  6-36  p.  m.  when  the 
first  shots  are  heard.  At  10  minutes  past  8  o'clock,  I  went  to  mv 
cabin  to  see  whether  it  is  still  there.  A  lamp  shade  is  cracked,  a 
water  })itcher  has  turned  ovci-.  as  well  as  my  alarm  clock,  but  latter 
is  still  going  and  the  hands  point  to  8-10  p.  m..  that  was  all.  With 
a  grateful  heart  I  laid  myself  to  rest  shortly  after  11  o'clock. 
Greetings  from  Hans. 

Oir  Valparaiso,  3.  11.  14. 
On  Sunday,  1st  November,  we  had  a  political  Keformation 
feast.  6-'26  p.m.  until  8  o'clock,  a  fight  between  -'•  Scharnhorst, " 
"(ineisenau, "'  '•'■Leipzig"'  and  "Nrn-nbci-g"  against  --(iood  Ho{)e," 
'•'Monmouth,"  '•'Glasgow"  and  an  Englisl;  auxiliary  cruiser.  The 
large  cruiser  "Monmouth"'  sunk,  "Good  Hope"  disappeared  in  the 
darkness  on  fire.  "Glasgow"  escaped. — We  had  no  one  killed  1 1 
'•  Gneisenau "  iiad  two  wounded  to  repoi-t.  What  an  achievement 
after  three  months  impatient  waiting!  In  the  morning  I  had  taken 
for  the  text  of  my  sermon  Ebr.  13.9:  "  Es  ist  ein  kostlich  Ding,  daB 
das  Herz  fest  wei'de.  welches  geschieht  durcli   Gnade. " 

Love  to  you  all  from  Hans. 

The  gallant  naval  chaplain  who  wrote  above,  has  lost  his  life 
since.  A  few  days  latei-.  at  the  battle  of  the  Falkland  Lslands  he 
was  severely  woimded,  while  looking  after  the  injured  and  went 
down   witli  the  "Gneisenau." 

(Frunkischer  KiirieVy  JJarch  21^  1915.) 


4.   From  the  Air  Fleet. 
A  Fight  in  the  Air  with  French  Aviators. 

Cambrai,  Aj)ril  6,  1915. 

Latterly,  we  airmen  noticed  a  great  deal  of  railway  traffic 
behind  the  French  jtositions,  and  so  Leutnant  d.  R.  G.  .  .  .,  who, 
as  a  young  observer,  waS'  to  niak(>  his  lirst  ilight  over  the  enemy 
])ositions,  and  I,  got  orders  to  advance  on  a  fiight  to  A.  .  .  .,  which 
is  about  120  kilometres  distance  from  Cambrai,  and  to  make  re- 
reconnoissance  notes  of  tiie  whole  territorj-.     On  leaving  our  posi- 
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tions,  I  ascended  to  a  height  of  about  2,000  metres,  and  on  ap- 
proaching A.  .  .  .  tlew  o\'er  the  enemy  lines,  so  as  to  arrive  at 
our  goal  along  the  main-road  and  railway  line  route.  On  the 
way,  my  observer  generously  supj)lied  an  (>nemy  battery,  which 
liad  made  itself  very  noticeable,  with  a  small-sized  bomb.  A  short 
time  after,  when  we  saw  our  goal  in  the  distance,  owing  to  the 
clear  weather,  we  met  a  German  biplane  followed  by  a  French 
monoplane,  both  machines  flying  about  800  metres  higher  than 
Ave  were.  My  obscnwer  did  not  take  my  advice,  which  had  been 
to  take  aim  at  the  mono])lane  with  his  cai'bine. 

We  flew  on,  and  after  a  few  minutes  met  a  French  Farman- 
Inplane,  with  whom  we  resolved  to  have  a  fight.  But  just  at 
the  moment  that  I  had  turned  to  the  right  at  a  sliarp  angle,  so 
as  to  afford  my  obsei'ver  better  aim,  I  heard  a  report  just  behind 
me  and  received  two  violent  l)lows  on  the  head,  which  robbed  me 
of  consciousness  for  a  couple  of  seconds — but  luckily,  only  for 
a  couple  of  seconds.  When  I  liad  myself  and  my  machine  again 
in  hand,  I  could  feel  my  blood  warmly  trickling  down  my 
head  and  at  this  moment,  just  as  formei'ly  in  my  student  days 
at  a  "Mensur, "  I  boiled  with  rage.  I  tugged  at  my  machine, 
which  had  sunk  a])out  100  metres  during  my  short  span  of  un- 
consciousness, veering  round,  and  now  my  ol (server  showed  me 
tlie  little  French  monoplnne,  which  had  ilown  ])ast  us  a  short 
time  before  in  pin-suit  of  the  other  German  air  machine.  At  this 
altitude  another  Farman-biplane  and  a  second  mono])lane  cut  oft' 
our  way  to  the  rear. 

A\'lien  my  observer  had  taken  uj)  the  unequal  fight  with  his 
])istol  against  the  two  new  opponents,  the  two  first  machines 
readied  and  opened  fire  on  us.  The  Farman-biplane  had  hit  my 
benzin  tank  and  cooling  })ij)es.  with  its  machine  gun.  We  passed 
through  some  dreadful  minutes,  locked  in,  and  under  fire  from  all 
sides.  I  dived  and  curved  with  my  machine,  which  had  received 
a  mortal  wound  in  her  most  vulneral)le  part,  her  benzin  heart. 
1  knew,  the  machine  could  not  hold  out  much  longei',  so  I  darted 
to  the  left,  to  the  right,  taking  all  possil)le  directions,  and  we 
were  still  about  15  kilometres  from  our  most  advanced  trenches, 
over  enemy  territory.  All  kinds  of  thoughts  raced  through  my 
brain.  Should  I  try  to  ram  the  enemy?  Then  we  would  both  be 
brought  down.  Just  at  this  moment  the  first  French  monoplane 
came  up,  from  which  1  had  received  the  two  shots  in  my  head, 
it  advanced  slowly  with  the  propeller  directly  against  us,  as  if  it 
wished  to  give  us  the  fatal  blow  at  near  range.  In  a  rage  that 
l)Ordered  on  dispaii',  I  threw  my  biplane  against  it,  crjMug  out  to 
my  observer:  "■Take  care""!  and  ruslied  ])ast  the  Frenchman  at 
a  distance  of  about  5  metres  enabling  my  ol)sei'ver  to  quickly  fire 
off  some  shots.  They  nnist  have  been  well  aimed,  for  the  calm 
gliding  flight  of  the  Frenchman  (juite  suddenly  changed  to  a  steep — 
and    turning    over,    the    machine    disappeared    to  the  ground.     That 
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a])i)eared  to  liave  shaken  the  nerves  of  the  other  Frenchmen,  for 
they  at  once  cleared  tlie  way  for  us  towards  A.  .  .  .,  which  to  my 
joy  I  saw  lying  to  our  riglit.  The  second  monoplane  approached 
us  once  more,  but  he  prol)aI)ly  shared  tlie  same  fate  as  his 
comrades,  as  after  some  well-aimed  shots  sent  off  by  my  observer, 
he  disappeared  in  a  precipitate  gliding  llight,  towards  home. 

The  two  Farman-biplanes  now  began  to  ])ursae  us,  but  never 
came  very  close,  keeping  us  under  fire  from  their  machine  guns 
till  we  arrived  at  the  entrenchments.  Their  fire,  however,  was 
not  so  disagreeable  as  that  of  the  French  artillery,  which  now 
beuan  firina;  at  us  for  all  it  was  worth,  as  we  had  come  over  their 
positions,  and  owing  to  the  defect  in  my  motor  could  not  rise  higher 
than  900  metres.  The  little  clouds  of  shrapnell  smoke,  which  were 
particularly  disagreeable  at  this  altitude,  appeared  in  masses  all  round. 
A  slight  report  and  flame,  and  a  little  cloud,  distributed  every  now 
and  then  some  fatal  pieces  of  iron.  Luckily,  we  got  through  the 
dangerous  little  objects,  sometimes  round  about,  sometimes  below 
or  above  until  finally  we  arrived  behind  our  own  lines,  where  I 
was  able  to  land  smoothly  at  our  advanced  flying  base.  My  observer 
and  1  shook  each  others  liands  warmly,  as  we  had  much  cause  to 
be  grateful  to  one  another. 

The  two  sliots,  which  I  had  received  from  the  Frenchmen,  had 
been  very  well  meant.  (Jne  went  through  the  lining  of  my  helmet 
and  Just  missed  my  forehead,  but  the  other  took  a  piece  of  skin 
about  10  cm.  in  length  from  the  middle  of  my  skull  laying  bare  the 
bone.  However  these  two  wounds  are  healing  well,  although  they 
will  take  some  time,  but  I  hope  soon  to  l)e  able  to  make  some 
new  flights.  (Berliner   Lol-alanzeiger,  April  14,  1915.) 


